| Introduction

e

On November 8, 1519, the Spanish conquistadors first entered
| the Breat city of Mexico, the metropolis the Aztecs had built on
| alakeisland, Dop Hernandg Cortes, who was accompanied by six
| hundl‘ed_spaniards a0d a great many native allies, at last could
- see for himself the temples and palaces about which he had heard
| SO many marvels, The Spaniards arrived from the direction of

Tlalpan, to the south of the city, Passing across one of the wide

reached a locality & s Xoloco, they were welcomed by the
last of the Motecuhzomas,1

belief that the white mep

and the True History of the

del Castillo. These two works, along with a few others also written

by Spaniards, until now have been almost the only basis on which

historians have judged the conquest of one of the greatest civiliza-
tions in pre-Columbian America.

But these chronicles present only one side of the story, that of

the conquerors. For some Teason—scorn, perhaps—historia

ns have
 failed to consider that the conquered might have set down their
ol ] M ] 0 |

DWn language. This book is the first to offer a
e in S Ints, some of them written
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C bapter One

Omens Foretelling
the Arrival of the Spaniards

Introduction

The documents presented in the first thirteen chapters relate

the events that began a few years before the arrival of the Spaniards

on the east coast of Mexico and ended with the fall of Tenochtitlan

to the conquistadors. The last two chapters offer, by way of con-

clusion, a somewhat different account of the Conquest written in

1528 by the anonymous informants of Tlatelolco, and three of the
icnocuicatl (threnodies, or songs of sorrow) lamenting the defeat ‘
and destruction of the Aztec capital.
The texts have been arranged to give a chronological nar- *!

ive of the Conquest, and they contain a number of obvious
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cradictions: We have not attempee, to

cies and coﬂ' h these discrepancies p Os,c for the histOl‘ian

plems which £ ith the human interesy of the .
cal concern 5 E

ow the Nahuas interpreted the do“’nfa“a;

S0l

damen

Our fu hich reveal b

unts V! )
tchoeir C"szsuon.chapter begins with a passage from he Code,

This ﬁt;‘: original text is in the Nahuatl of Sahagups Dative

It is followed by two selections fr.om- the Histop, de
informart® o Munoz Camargo, who married into the nobilj
Tlaxcala by l?liﬁi Tlaxcaltecas allied themselves with Cortes, anq
of T]axcalﬁ-ar o wrote from their point of view, but his descrip.
:Aigng? t(I::Zmins which appeared in Mexico agrees quite closely
with that of Sahagun’s informants.

The Omens as Described by
Sabagun’s Informants

The first bad omen: Ten years before the Spaniards first
came here, a bad omen appeared in the sky. It was like a
flaming ear of corn, or a fiery signal, or the blaze of daybreak;
it seemed to bleed fire, drop by drop, like a wound in the sky.
It was wide at the base and narrow at the peak, and it shone in
the very heart of the heavens,

This is how it appeared: it shone in the eastern sky in the
 middle of the nighr. It appeared at midnight and burned till the
vk vanished at the rising of the sun. The time
€ared to us was a full year, beginn.ing in the

Vas great outcry and con-
FIr Nands against their mouths;
Ned, and asked themselves what

Fe te mple of Huitzilopochtli!
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r . fames. It 18 thought that no gpe g :

ST € set .
bu;stcl“ jown of its own accord,."[he Datie o itslsi gimre, .that it
bﬂf"ate ccan [House of Authonty] i € site was
s And oW it is burning,

 flames, the tongues of fi

gp N0 the sky" e
The flames swittly destroyed 4] ¢,
mple: When the fire was first - ;:foodu{ork of the
aMexicanos, come running! We can put it people shouted:

grater Jars - - '," " But when they threw Wwater 01.1

only famed higher. They could nor put it out, and th

purned to the ground. ’ e temple
The third bad ome«n A temp

: le was damaged by a Jicht-
nin.g_bolt. Thls‘ was the temple of Xiuhtecuhgi," wii::h g\:;s
built of straw, 1n the place known as Tzonmolco ® It was fain.

ing that day, but it was only a light rain or a drizzle, and no
thunder was heard. Therefore the lightning-bolr was taken as

an omen. The people said: “The temple was struck by a blow
from the sun.”

,_.Zh:l wooden columns gre burning!
Shoot out, the bursts of fire shoo.t

' The fourth bafi omen: Fire streamed through the sky
while the sun was still shining. It was divided into three pars.
It flashed out from where the sun sets and raced straight to
where the sun rises, giving off a shower of sparks like a red-hot
coal. When the people saw its long train streaming through the
heavens, there was a great outcry and confusion, as if they
were shaking a thousand little bells.

The fifth bad omen: The wind lashed the water until it

boiled. It was as if it were boiling with rage, as if it were shat-

~ tering itself in its frenzy. It began from far off, rose high in the
i 3d dashed against the walls of the houses. The ﬂ.ooded
llapsed into the water. This was in the lake that is next
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... bad omen: The people heary
The 52 ,She passed by in the midqj a weepi“
' ht&fter n‘lght ; P . 7 € of the 'g\l’O
nig rying out in 3 loud voice: “My childre, Righ,

. v and C b : ) Wa:
ing a0 from this c1ty! At other times she i ¢ mu&waﬂ\

., ried. «
Lf;‘iri‘v\:{erc shall I take you?™ = M
The seventh bad omen: A Strange creapyre -

in the nets. The men who fish the lakes caugh; , birz]s capt‘lred
of ashes, a bird rescmbﬁng a crane. They bmught : the Colg,
cuhzoma in the Black House.® to M%\
This bird wore a strange mirror in the crowy, of
The mirror was pierced in the center like a spindle Whlts hegq
the night sky could be seen in its face. The hour g ] orl, ang
the stars and the mamalbuaztli® could be seen in the f 00n, by,

g . ace
mirror. Motecuhzoma took it as a great and bad omen w}‘:f thay
€n he

saw the stars and the mamalbuaztl;,

human bein '
. §% runnin and fi 1 »
looked into the m; rorgto answeihht;;nng au - But When they

body, ormed men wj}, .
Mogr They were taken to the BJ k‘“’o heads by only one
€cu ma & HOUse and ShOWn to
w them,
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omens o Described by Munoz Camargo®
iLd |

jssbefore theSpaniardscametothis land, the people

fet:r):;e onder and took it to be an evil sign and portent
o - o
e 5 e was a great column of flame which burned i the

s W hooting out such brilliant sparks-and flashes that j

i t;dsto sin fire on the earth and to blaze like daybreal, 1

.dtobe fastened against the sky in the shape of a pyramid,
scemﬂse et against the ground, where it was of vast width, and
s 2 Jk parrowing to a peak that reached up and touched the
1tSavcns. It appeared at midnight and could still be seen ar
g:wn, put in the dayl.:ime it was quelled by the force and bril-
fjance of the sun. This portent burned for a year, beginning ke

che year which the natives called 12-House—that is, 1517 in our
SpaniSh reckoning.

When this sign and portent was first seen, the natives were

overcome with terror, weeping and shouting and crying out,

und beating the palms of their hands against their mouths, as is
their custom. These shouts and cries were accompanied by
sacrifices of blood and of human beings, for this was their

practice whenever they thought they were endangered by some
calamity. |

This great marvel cgused so much dread and wonder that |
they spoke of it constantly, try

ing to imagine what such a
strange novelty could signify. They begged the scers and

magicians to interpret its meaning, because no such thing had

ever been seen or reported anywhere in the world. It should

_ be noted that these signs began to appear ten years before tt}e
" coming of the Spaniards, but that the year called 12-Hquse in
oning was the year 1517, two years before the
reached this land.
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Evil Omens (Codex Florentino)
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ond WONAeT; sign or omen which ;
fbeti“‘;g . the temple of the demon Huitzﬂ;hz xlllatfvgs be-
o ws "4 Tlacateco, caught fire and byrn e[il Ct hth, in the
¢ it afire- The blaze was so great » though no
h d out of and sudden that
o0t ¢ game rushed out of the doors and seemeq
Wg:a;)hen chis occurred, there was great confu:i 6 tOECh the
? . e on a
sky i shoutlﬂg and Walhng The people cried: “MI} ; much
Jo? gickly as you can! Bri  Mexicanos!
Come as q A } ing your water jars to .
" Everyone within hearing ran to help, but wh P\l}: it
! : ’ g
hreW water on the fire, it leaped up with even greater Vizl they
od thus the whole temple burned down. i
be third wonder and si o T

The e sign was this: a lightning-bolt fell
on  temple of idolatry whose roof was made of straw. The
pame of this temple Wils Tzonmolco, and it was Jelficated ts
heir idol Xiuhtecuhtli . The bolt fell on the temple with neither
flash nor 1t;hunder, when there was only a.light rain, like a dew.
It was taken as an omen and miracle which boded evil, and all
purned down.

. The fourth wonder was this: comets flashed through the
sky in the daytime while the sun was shining. They raced by
threes from the west to the east with great haste and violence,
shooting off bright coals and sparks of fire, and trailing such
Jong tails that their splendor filled the sky. When these portents
were seen, the people were terrified, wailing and crying aloud.

The fifth wonder was this: the Lake of Mexico rose when
there was no wind. It boiled, and .boiled again, and foamed
antil it reached a great height, antil it washed against half the
houses in the city. House after house collapsed and was
destroyed by the waters. . .

The sixth wonder was this: the people heard in the mgh;
the voice of 2 weeping woman,.who sobbec.1 ancl sighed an
drowned herself in her tears: This woman cried: O my sons,

nine
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. £
1 Or she cncd: o my sons, Where c

N
*ltllhl

we are 105+ de

»”

0! ; his: the men who
e th wonder Was t € Wor), ;.
Y™ The ?"I’\‘;: xico—the fishermen and other antme , :St l:n
the Lakff Otheir canoes—trapped a dark-feathereq birq ol 8
fo‘;vlefsclrnm]e and took it to Motecuhzoma so thae he Migh, m.
bling 3

. He was in the palace of the Black Hall; the sup Wi alreasdee
it.

. che west. This bird was so unique and ntlaI'V"CIO’llS that g Oni
::I:)uld exaggerate its strangeness or describe it well, A Toung
diadem was set in its head in the form of a clear and transpae,,
mirror, in which could be seen the heavefls3 the three star i
Taurus and the stars in the sign of the Gemini, When Motecyp,
zoma saw this, he was filled with dread and wonder, for |
believed it was a bad omen to see the stars of heavep in the
diadem of that bird.

When Motecuhzoma looked into the mirror 1 second
time, he saw a host of people, all armed like warriors,. coming
forward in well-ordered ranks, They skirmished and fought

with each other, and were accompanied by strange deer and
other creatures,

Therefore, he called for his magicians and fortune-tellers,
whose wisdom he trusted, and asked them what these unnatura]
visions meant: “My dear and learned friends, I have witnessed

e;p, which is pellucid like a Inir-
€0ple rushing toward me across a

see what I have seen ”

0 advise their lord on what

a thing, and ¢o give him thejr

1ons,
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. of their nation. They could only beli

gbth onder and s:xgn that appeared i
Tbe (4 it men merged nto one body

Mexico:
: the
| (“mcn_squeezed-together”)

—these they called
—and others who had

them, g
. 1.8 i » and al}
ey ;thcrs pecame invisible. To the natives

o heir death and ruin, signify;
red their © | » SIFTYING that the eng of
i:orl 4 was coming and that other peoples would be cre:te;he
" abic the earth. They were so frightened and or: ks
1d form no jud grict-stricken
‘hat they cou 0 judgment ab

out these th
Ngs, so
jnd strange and never before seen or reP(;rted gs, SO new

The Wonders and Signs Observed in Tlaxcala

Other signs appeared here in this province of Tlaxcala, a
lictle before the arrival of the Spaniards. The first sign Wa; a0
radiance that shone in the east every morning three hours be-
fore sunrise. T'his radiance was in the form of a brilliant white
cloud which rose to the sky, and the people were filled with
dread and wonder, not knowing what it could be. -
They also saw another marvelous sign: a whirlwind of
dust that rose like a sleeve from the top of the Matlalcueye,
now called the Sierra de Tlaxcala® This sleeve rose so high

that it seemed to touch the sky. The sign appeared many tmes

throughout a whole year and caused the pe

ople great dread and
wonder,

emotions which are contrary to their bent and to that

eve that the gods had
i '"'e&scended from heaven, and the

news flew through the
srovince to the smallest villages. But however this may have
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le
. al of a strange New People was 5 |
peen, the ﬂ‘:;’ especially in Mexico, the head of , hj:eporte j

and conﬁfm em .
4nd monazchy’ i

+ 5un god and god of war:

'Fire god. le of Tenochtitlan.
s ain temple of 1 ;
‘ima‘:_i ;EI;T referenge to Clhugcoad, an ancient earth goddeg, ol
PP the night. She is one of the antecedents of o0 W

ied out in . ; _
?‘ﬁﬁﬁ woman), who is still heard in rural Mexico.

s The house of magical studies. Motecuhzoma, the king, wys , dev
Oteg

amateur wizard. :
¢ Three stars in the constellation Taurus. They were extremely im
in the Nahuatl religion: the Nahuas performed various ceremonjes 1}r)10 Ttany
honor and offered them copal incense three times each night, their
" This selection from the Historia de Tlaxcala obviously is baseq
account by Sahagun’s informants. 1 the
® Its present name is La Malinche.

€
Ilo;-mi::

twelve
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Cbapter Two

First Reports of the Spaniards’ Arrival

Introduction

The Cronica mexicana® by Fernando Alvarado Tezozomoc
relates how Motecuhzoma consulted various seers and magicians to
learn whether the omens meant an approaching war or some other
crisis. They could not give him a satisfactory answer. However,
a poor macebual (common man) arrived shortly afterward from
the Gulf coast, bringing the first word of the appearance of “towers
M ’*mountams floating on the waves of the sea.” A later
t the mountains bore a strange people who “have
2, much lighter than ours. They all have long beards,
omes only to their ears.”

!,?LQ‘&L oma was even more distressed by this news tl.lan
| heen by the omens. Therefore, he sent messengers and gifts

believing that they might be Quetzalcoatl® and
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oA Questions the Magicigy,
Motecu

a summoned the chief officials of a] the villy

search their villages for mag iCi_anS and to bring
He told them tO d. The officials returned with a NUmbe, (-)g
him any they fouhf:) w ere announced and then broughe ;, to
thCSC.WI’ZardSv e:ce They knelt before him, with one kpee -
the king’s prgsdid h‘im e greatest reverence. He asked them.
the floor, aﬂmt seen strange omens in the sky or on the earth?
‘1:{?}‘17 : z:vues under the earth, or in the lakes and streams> p
weeping woman, or strange men? Visions, or phantasms, or
other such things?”’

But the magicians had not seen any ot the omens thy
Motecuhzoma sought to understand, and therefore could not
advise him. He said to his petlacalcatl [head steward]: “Take
these villains away, and lock them up in the Cuauhcalco prison.

They shall tell me against their will.” The next day he called
for his petlacalcat] and said to him:

what they believe: whether sickn
hunger, or locusts, or storms on ¢
whether it will rain or not, If war

Motecuhzo

“Tell the magicians to say
€ss is going to strike, or
he lake, or droughts, and
is threatening Mexico, or if

of Cihuacoat],3
happen, she is the first to predict it,
Place i g ed i |

_Thcmggic‘i_ans;angwered: “What can we say? The future
Iready beén-.detfcrfﬁlined and decreed in heaven, ang Mote-

fourteen

has a
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" behOld and suffcx-.' a great mystery which must
0™ gss in S land. If our king wishes to know more about
S° t0 PknOW soon enough, for it comes swiftly. This is wh
peV.. . since he demands that we Speak, and since ; what
ace, he can only wait for it.” °6 1K mpsL

5° Xf e otlacalcat] returned to Motecuhzoma and told him

¢ they had said, that what w
opfﬂclly W;,}Ztecu){lzoma was astonished :Ztg:; rtr;\e Wo‘.ﬂd conk.
; e at this agreed
", prediction made by Nezahualpilli, king of Tezcoco-
He said 0 L petlaf: a?catl.: “Question them again abou: i;)ns
mysterY” e LS spanic from the sky or the earth
und from Wl;l’at direction or place it will come, and when thi;
il happen-
The petlacalcatl went back to the prison to question them
puc when he entered and unlocked the doors, he was terrified u;
discover that they were not there. He returned to Motecuh-
zoma and said to him: “My lord, command that I be cut to
pieces, O whatever else you wish: for you must know, my lord
that when I arrived and opened the doors, no one was there. i
have special guards at the prison, trustworthy men who have
served me for years, but none of them heard them escape. 1
myself believe that they flew away, for they know how to
make themselves invisible, which they do every night, and can
fly to the ends of the earth. This is what they must have done.”
Motecuhzoma said: “Let the villains go. Call the chiefs to-
gether, and tell them to go to the villages where the magicians
tive. Tell them to kill their wives and all their children, and to
destroy their houses.” He also ordered many servants to go
th them to ransack the houses. When the chiefs arrived: they
ed the women by hanging them with TOpES; and the children
hing them to pieces against the walls. Then they tor¢
the houses and even rooted out their foundations.
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| Mace hual Arrives from the Guzf C%t

few days later 2 macehual [commop Map
A fe

: +lancuauhtla. No one had sent e to th
city .ffo'";]ﬂ::i of his own accord. He Went direcz?e of th:
Oﬂiclﬂlsvf Motecuhzoma and said to him: “Qy, | ord ar);dto.the
palace Om boldness. I am from Mictlancuauhy], Whey . lung,
forgl:"“"S ho);es of the great sea, there was 4 mountyjy, . Weny
:;:uemountain floating in the midst of the water, ap f f: Or
here and there without touching the shore, My lorq, . h:;g
never seen the like of this, although we guard the coqg ang ar:
always on watch.”

Motecuhzoma thanked him and sajd “You May rest oy, »
The man who brought this news had no ears, for they hyq b
cut off, and no toes, for they had also been cut off,

Motecuhzoma said to hjs betlacalcatl: “Take :

to the
prison, and guard him we]].” hen he called for a teuctlyy,,.

. Cam
Im, q

€en

il: Was true: they phaq S€en two towe
0ating on the Waves of the sea, T}, i i
- Pinogl; 4 Wish to see these things ; i  ontrs o

Scanned with CamScanner



. ed with this and will report to him exactly what 1
e saﬂzfore e went out to the shore with Cuitlalpitoc, and
:eﬁ o Ther at WaS floating there, beyond the edge of the water.

ey sa‘;’  saw that seven of eigt'\t of the strangers had left it in
1 hc)'l'i é oat and were fishing with hooks and lines.

’ Smﬁ'[‘he grand emissary and Cuitlalpitoc climbed up into a

imbed tree: From there they saw how the strangers were
prosd” 6sh and how, when they were done, the d
i , they returned to
c::shiP in their small .boat. The grand emissary said: “Come,
tcui dalp'ltoc'” They climbed down from the tree and went back
- the village,.where they took hasty leave of Pinotl. They
crurned 28 swiftly as possible to the great city of Tenochtitlan,
0 1EpOTT O Motecuhzoma what they had observed.
When they reached the city, they went directly to the
ing's palace and spoke to him with all due reverence and
pomility: “Our lord and king, it is true that strange people have
come to the shores of the great sea. They were fishing from a
small boat, some with rods and others with a net. They fished
until late and then they went back to their two great towers
and climbed up into them. There were about fifteen of these
people, some with blue jackets, others with red, others with
black or green, and still others with jackets of a soiled color,
very ugly, like our ichtilmatli® There were also a few without
jackets. On their heads they wore red kerchiefs, or bonnets of
2 fine scarlet color, and some wore large round hats like small
comales® which must have been sunshades. They have very
light skin, much lighter than ours, They all have long beards,
and their hair comes only to their ears.”
 Motecuhzoma was downcast when he heard this report,
and did not speak a word.
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A

) Ordered by Motecubmma

preparai®”
frer & Jong sllence, Motecuhzoms ﬁnally Spoke, «
Ac;icfs of my own house and palace and | cgp lac Yoy
are the dit in yOll than 1n ﬂﬂyOHC clsc bccauSe cm()re

ap ¢ ,
{aith and €T the truth. Go with the petlacalcqy and br}l ave

]d me ‘2
always to o is locked up in the jail, the macebyy) who ¢, g me

the man W .,
he coast.” They went to the i €2
o messenger from t y ¢ jail, by, ",

they opened the doors, they could not find him aNYwhe,

They hurried back to tell Motecuhzoma, who was eye,, iy e,
astonished and terrified than they were. He said: “It i, namrre
thing, for almost everyone is a magician. But hear why, I t:llll
you now, and if you reveal anything of what I am aboyt ¢

command, I will bury you under my halls, and your wiyeg ans
children will be killed, and your property seized. Your houseg
will be destroyed to the bottom of their foundations, until ¢h

water seeps up, and your parents and all your kin will be put tc
death. Now bring me in secret two of the best artists amon;

the silversmiths, and two lapidar; 1 .
ey apidaries who are skillfu] a¢ working

They went and returned and sajd to b
o him;: “Q
are the craftsmen you commanded us to bring youlfll\;j:;::l:e

Secret in this palace,”
He told one Craftsman: “Make a throat-

eighteen

band or chain of
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 1s four fingers wide and very thin, and let each

p RS i )
5, O galion bear rich emeralds in the center and at the

d ; b
e qrrings TWO DY two. Then make g pai
l’."c ke "+ chains of gold hangin pair of gold
96&:'&‘6’ with o the \gorld.” ging from them, And do.this

pri©° g che Baste 15
G or dered the other craftsman to make y

. 1, feathers, in the center of one side a hal§.

. C
olt:inc from far away. He also told him to make two golg arm‘ll
s 1 with feathers. And he ordered each of e ets
«wo double bracelets—that is, pidanes to

ke . for both wr
o es—of gold set with fine emeralds, R

Then he ordered his petlacalcatl to bring in secret
[amitos® of gold, and plumage of the noblest sort. and mmiy
emeralds and other rich stones of the finest quality’. All of th¥s
was given to the artisans and in a few days they had finished
their work. One morning, after the king had risen, they sent

a palace hunchback to the king Motecuhzoma, to beg him to
come to their workroom.

When he entered, they showed him great reverence and
said: “Our lord, the work is finished. Please inspect it.” Mote-
cuhzoma saw that the work was excellent, and he told them
that all had been done to his satisfaction and pleasure. He called
for his petlacalcat] and said: “Give each of these, my grand-
fathers, a portion of various rich cloths; and huipiles® and slarts
for my grandmothers; and cotton, chiles, corn, squash seeds and
beans, the same amount to each.” And with this the craftsmen
returned to their homes contented. ...

o great fans

"‘ Iritten about 1598‘, the only sum'ving text isin SpﬁniSh. The same author
S wrote the Cromica mexicayotl in Nahuatl.
5d of learning and of the wind.

\ i dess. See Chapter 1, note 4. "
‘ :g? ogr:dme first omenpwas seen, Nezahualpilli told Motecuhzoma
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' his fortune-tellers, Mexico would g
rdin tﬁzor:m replied that his own fortune_tene(;: hg:l Tleg
Pl'edic:;?
Y Playyd

that, aﬁscoMotccu
stranger>. illi d that they sett]
erwise hualpilli then suggeste y settle the
: tstn'es of lxjteuz:l ball games, with the outcome to fiecide Wht,ttf‘f a: N
also offered to wager his whole kingdom against three Tighy, 18
g and won the first two games, but Neuhuafg ﬂlfock:
WQI;

Mortecuhzoma agree
worn by fastening 5 knot o, h
the

the last three in succession.
*A cloak made from maguey fibers,

shoulder.
*The comal, still used in Mexico, is a wide, flat pottery dish o, wh
ch

tortillas are baked.
eralds from the Muzo region of Present.q
Ay

"The Aztecs imported em
Colombia, in South America, the only source then availab]e,
:Srnall tubes, often quills, in which gold dust was keprt.
" The buipil, still worn in some parts of Mexico,

ouse.

3 ?
1S 2 woman’s long, sleeveleg
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Chapter Three

The Messengers’ Journeys

Introduction

The native documents—principally those by Sahagun’s in-
formants—describe the various journeys made by Motecuhzoma’s
messengers to the Gulf coasts where the strangers had appeared.
The texts describing the instructions that Motecuhzoma gave to
his envoys are presented first. These show clearly how the Nahuas
attempted to explain the coming of the Spaniards by a projection of
earlier ideas: they assumed that the new arrivals were Quetzal-

coatl and other deities.
" Then the documents relate how the messengers reached the
Spaniards, to whom they brought

nd were received by the they
m Motecuhzoma. The descriptions of the gifts offered to
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ttempt to frighten the m
ccs;i“(l,: themF,' are especially iﬂteresﬁ?\g"s by
infl":r chis chapter de.als with the i E-n
¢hird Paga: and the inform-atlon they bmllght b cgl:rs,
SpaniardS, thel.r firearms, the anim, tht°

» but without horns), their ty
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Motecubzoma Instructs His Messengers
0

Motecuhzoma then gave orders t(‘)‘ P?notl of C'uetlaxdan
d to other officials. He said to them: “Give out this order: ,
- ch is to be kept along all the shores at Naubhtla, Tuztlan,
;\de;lancuauhtla, wherever the strangers appear.” The officia]
Jeft at once and gave orders for the watch to be kept. .
Motecuhzoma now called his chiefs together: Tlilpoton.-
que, the serpent woman,’ Cuappiatzin, the chief of the house of
arrows,” Quetzalaztatzin, the keeper of the chalk,® and Heca-
teupatiltzin, the chief of the refugees from the south. He told
them the news that had been brought to him and showed them
the objects he had ordered made. He said: “We g admire these

blue turquoises, and they must be guarded well. The whole
treasure must be guarded well. If an

ything is lost, your houses
will be destroyed and your children killed, even those who are
still in the womb.,”

The year 13-Rabbit now approached its end. And when j¢
Wwas about to end

» they appeared, they were seen again. The

report of thejr coming was brought to Motecuhzom

! . a, who im-
mefhately SeNt out messengers. It was as if he thought the new
arrival was our prince Quetzalcoatl.

twenty-two
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s what he felt in his heart: He bas appeared! H e bas
Thlsk’ He will come here, to the place of bis thyope and
M M;“olr ihat is what be promised when he depayseq)
ghzoma sent five messengers to greet the g
em gifts. They were led by the

[
Mﬂﬂﬁ)’ ,otﬂc h

ring ¢ ;
04 © :ncfl ary of Yohualichan. The second was from T

the strangers
priest in charge
of f'h ® third; from Tizatlan; the fourth, from Huehuetla;l-)zz;
1;1: cfch, from Mictlan the Great.* He said to them: “éome

;orwafds my Jaguar Km ghes, come forward. It is said thae our
ord 28 rerurned to this land. Go to meet him. Go to heay him
Listen well to what he tells you; listen and remember.” |

The Gifts Sent to the New Arrivals

Motecu.hzoma also said to the messengers: “Here is what
you are to bring our lord. This is the treasure of Quetzalcoatl.”
This treasure was the god's finery: a serpent mask inlaid with
rurquoise, a decoration for the breast made of quetzal® feathers
acollar woven in the petatillostyle® with a gold disk in the center:
and 2 shield decorated with gold and mother-of-pearl and
bordered with quetzal feathers with a pendant of the same
feathers.

There was also a mirror like those which the ritual dancers
wore on their buttocks. The reverse of this mirror was a tur-
quoise mosaic: it was encrusted and adorned with turquoises.
And there was a spear-thrower inlaid with turquoise, a bracelet
of chalchihuites” hung with little gold bellsand ¢ pair of sandals

as black as obsidian. s 20
Motecuhzoma also gave them the finery of Tezcatlipoca.

This finery was: a helmet in the shape of a cone, yellow with
gold and set with many stars, a number of earrings adorned

twenty-three
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' with lictle gold bells, a fringed and painteq Vest
, Wi

45 delicate as foam and a blue cloak knowr, 5 « Vith ¢
which reached to the ears and was fasteneq Wit}? ‘giy . R
There was also a collar of fine she]j to o 4 kngtg bell,n
This collar was adorned with the fineg snai(j)ver the b
seemed to escape from the edges, And there v, Shells, ;ﬁ“t
hung in back, a set of little gold bells anq a pair a;a Migpq,. %
Then Motecuhzoma gave them the fine ° fwhite 8
finery was: a headdress made of quetzal feat;,);:; Tlaloc,o .
it were growing, with an ornament of gold 4 ’das 8reey, s
pearl, earrings n the form of Serpents, made of r;) mother.of
vest adorned with chalchibuites and a collar (l; alc}aibuites ‘
huites, woven in the petatillo style, with 4 di ka S0 of cbalc);:
There was also 4 serpent wand inlaig SW 1.of gold,

mirror to be hung in back, with I;
it e g » with little bells, and 5

golden diadem, Aj) these obje
baskets, they were loaded inco pa

twenty-four
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hen Momﬁuhzoma s the messengers his final orders
19 he Go now, without dely '

d . Y- Do reverence to
csi‘hﬁ god: 52 © him: “Your deputy, Motecuhzoma, has "
1ord ol Here are the presents with which h » 1128 Sent

. e w
o ! o, elcomes you

o

The Messengers Contact the Spaniards

When they arrived at the shore of the sea, they were taken

j can0es 10 Xicalanco. They placed the baskets in the same
canoes in which they rode, in order to keep them under their

ersonal vigilance. From Xicalanco they followed
antil they sighted the ships of the Strangzrs. owed the coast

When they came up to the shi
ps, thestrangers asked them:
“Who are you? Where are you from?” T

“We have come from the City of Mexico.™!

The strangers said: “You may have come from there, or
you may not h-ave. Perhaps you are only inventing it. Perhaps
you are mocking us.” But their hearts were convinced; they
were satisfied in their hearts. They lowered a hook from the
bow of the ship, and then a ladder, and the messengers came
aboard.

One by one they did reverence to Cortes by touching the
ground before him with their lips. They said to him: “If the god
will deign to hear us, your deputy Motecuhzoma has sent us to
render you homage. He has the City of Mexico in his care. He
says: ‘The god is weary.' ”

" Then they arrayed the Captain in the finery they had
‘ bt&ﬁ’ght him as presents. With great care thfiy fastened the
mqubise mask in place, the mask of the god with 1ts crossband
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s .

f quetzal feathers, A golden earrip
:f Shis mask. They dressed hipy in §h};“3§ down by &
collar woven in the peratillo Stylkthc Coﬁomt‘d % ‘ltl\e‘r ‘
with s disk of gold in the center, A of Cb:ft “ndsldﬁ
Next they fastened the ’ cb""w:b:
the cloak known as “the mined " Ps, \
he greaves wsed by the Fpgpe Mtdomgid
caicoibuites and hung wigh Jjg, Bold beljg ) e o Vi
placed the shield with jr fringe ang Jey eUs. In b t Wiy
its ornaments of golq gnq o 0 Of quegy, - th,
befem him the pair of bla

ck
divine fin Sandals, A

» they only laiq o .
The Captain asked themfn‘a‘ . f(_)r him ¢ see, S Of

: And 1S ths
gift of wel 2 Is thi this aj; |
B Theycznfie}is. t‘hlsmh.m.v YOu greer People?” hi Youg
e 15 all, our Jorg, This
brought yo, IS What vy have

Cortzes Frightens 1pe Messengers

Then the Captain gave order
chained by the feer and by the necj. When this ha; l;)gers o

are very great warriors, very brave and terri
fighting alone, he knows how to retreat, turn back, rush for-

Ward."andé.féon_quer, even if his opponents are ten of even

N
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if you are tryly . o e it
find out 1t y Y that Btroy, f()r
4

But my
want to

bmvc:]‘l o he gave them swords, spears and lcathcr
1

g
e will ake place very carl.y, at .daybrcak. We ;:ldgs;)'[{e
said: 1 cach other in pairs, and in this Way we wij ey ing
o fi 1\t)Vc will see who falls to the ground!” th
trurh'Thc:)f said to the Captain: “Our lord, we Were

no

here for this by your deputy Motecuhzoma! Wy, haye co;:e:;
an exclusive mission, to offer you rest and repose and bring
you presents. What the lord. desires is not withjn OUr Warggn,
If we were to do this, it might anger Motecuhzoma, and |
would surely put us to death.”

The Captain replied: “No,
see for myself, because even in C

as brave warriors, Therefore,
Good cheer!”

¢

€

it must take place, | want ¢,

astile they say You are fam ey,
€at an early meal, [ wi]] eat too,

way from the ship. They

en they began to Paddle
dled with thejr hands, s,

eir souls, They said to each
l your mighe! F aster, faster!
Nothing must happen. , 1
at Xicalanco, took a hurried

were scarcely into their canoes wh
furiously. Some of them even pad
fierce was the anxiety burning in th

other: “My captains, paddle with al
Nothing must happen to us here!

They arrived in great haste

twenty-eight
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Motecubzoma Awaits W ppg
from the Messengers

oot o — Nothing = Cm despair, in the deepest

calm him, nothing could give him a
He said: “What will happen

Ah, n|1 other times I was contented, but now I have death in m
hef;rt. My heart burns and suffers, as if it were drowned i
spices...! But will our lord come here>”

Then he gave orders to the watchmen, to the men who
guarded the palace: “Tell me, even if I am sleeping: “The mes-
ey e =

) y said: “They are not to TEpOTt to me
here. I will receive them in the House of the Serpent. Tell
them to go there.” And he gave this order: “Two captives are
to be painted with chalk.”

The messengers went to the House of the Serpent, and
Motecuhzoma arrived. The two captives were then sacrificed
before his eyes: their breasts were torn open, and the mes-

. sengers were sprinkled with their blood. This was done because
the messengers had completed a difficult mission: they had seen
the gods, their eyes had looked on their faces. They had even

conversed with the gods!

to us? Who will outlive it
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The Messengers’ Report

the sacrifice was ﬂnishcd, thc €sse

hc‘ll:]:gn They told him how they hag mad:lgt;rs'
to t hat they had seen, and why, food the g, °
andtc‘::ruhzoma was astonished and terrified by thejy
:\I;I: description of the strangers’ 504 “tonishe
else.

He was also terrified to learn b

e 4
d him 5 Ert, ang

OW the Canngp Toay

dor Penetrates eyep t
causes the greatest discom

a mountain,

€ Into splinters, This

50 yellow, The;r hair
Strands,

“As for their food, it is like human foeq.

It is large ang
White, and no¢ heavy, It js Something like stray,

, but Wwith the
thirty
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M _years later, he ~°:P°k° Mayan fluendly.

1 cornsmlk, of the pith of 3 cor
45 O i were flavored with honey. ;

25 Y, 1t
food.

nstalk. ¢ i5 5 ' itt]
tas .7

€ e :
g pantmg, with their

ced |
When Motecuhzoma heard this rePe:nhI;\eea\:azc filoii
' ed with

(error. It was as if his heart had fainted. acif ; _
a5 3s if he were conquered by des;ai; as if it had shriveled. It

ful. They bound here and they

PoWer "
qes hanging out. And they are spot

tong

1 The king's chief counselor was iti

trad i -
the name of an eﬁl‘th goddess with hasé:;ﬁg:lla}; glvﬁn ELATES, Wi v
‘e word coatl, “serpent,” also means “cwin.” well as feminine attributes,

:The §uﬁ?1x -tzin indicates high rank or in'ﬂuence

Official in charge of the colors with which the riests pai oo
before l:Fer.formm certain rituals. ‘ P painted their bodies

‘ Mitla, 1n the‘ axaca region.

g A' tropical bird of Central America.

o Like a petate (rush mat), but with a finer weave

" Green stones: jade and jadeite. '

s Chief god of the pantheon, with solar attributes.

* God of the rain.

1 God of the wind, a frequent guise of Quetzalcoatl.

" The Sp;miagds and the messengers could communicate because Cortes had
brought with him La Malinche and Jeronimo de Aguilar, La Malinche was a
native of the Gulf coast who spoke both Nahuatl and Mayan. She joined the
s ol b Do M), 1 ot T

em raithiu 1 3
Spaniard who had been shipwgecked in Yucatan in 1511 during a voyage from

1 - aniola. By the time Cortes ransomed him from the natives eight
Darien to Espe L Mo La Malinche translated the Nahuatl of
" the messengers 10t Mayan for Aguilar, who then translated it 1nto Spanish for

he conquistadors. .
112 |ndians of eastern Mexico.
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Chapter Four
Motecuhzoma’s Terror and Apathy

Introduction

When Motecuhzoma heard the messengers’ report, with its
description of strange animals and other marvels, his thoughts were
even more disturbed. Sahagun’s informants tell us how he sent out
his magicians and warlocks in the hope that they could harm the
$paniards with their magic, or at least prevent them from approach-
ing Tenochtitlan. In his uncertainty about the nature of the
Strangers—he still thought they might be gods—he also sent out

cap.tu./es to be sacrificed in their presence. The informants give us
a vivid account of the Spaniards’ reactions to this rite.
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, Motecuhz‘;f_“a n Tenochtitlyy,
J thfhro‘lgh days of intense feqr, becauge ;,
1i"‘d 5" intended to march on the Aztec

o ..g“’ﬂhat could almost be calleq ,

to

of  nzoma as he struggled wig, | y
cu his
Moc;y we see how 'the grand tlatoqy,; (ki ¢ Unceptyir
fi% 4 for the inevitable, "8) resigne 5 i}mes'
aite ° L e a
W8 he texts in this chapter are frqp, the Cogey nd
€% Florensiy,

Motecubzoma Sends Qy;

and Magicians Wizards

It was at this time that Motecyhy,
tion. He sent out his most gifted men,

4 many a3 h.e could gather. He also sent our his noblest and
DRAVESE WALTIONS: Thcy had to take their provisions with them
on the journey: live hens' and hens’ eggs and tortillas. They
also took whatever the strangers might request, or whatever
might please them.

Motecuhzoma also sent captives to be sacrificed, because
the strangers might wish to drink their blood. The envoys
sacrificed these captives in the presence of the strangers, but
when the white men saw this done, they were filled with disgust

and loathing. They spat on the ground, or wiped away their

1 heir heads in abhorrence.
ed their eyes and shook t : .
They o o eat t)lrle food that was sPrmkled with blood,

i d t .

i hem
hzoma ordere® =" " nd worshiped ¢
Motecu he beheved 11;;:‘:? (;0 ds who have comé

Oma sent out a deputa.
his prophets and wizards,
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from heave

"
godS-" the strangers ate the tOrtillas, the . i UllQ

Tpen ery variety: guavas, avocadog, Prick the he
Jnd fruit of ;‘;f kinds that grow here, There Wag ())' Peay, a':é
the mﬁn){ :-t reed shoots and green grasses % fo, te
fat atfec;uhzoma had sent the magiciang ,

24(1)6 the strangers might be, .but they
ot P puld work some charm against thep
¥ yhcj:f They might be able to direct 2
ES;, or' cause them to break out in SOIES, or jnjyy t
some way. Or they might be able to Tepeat some gy,
‘word, over and over, that would cause thep to fal] sick,
or return to their own land.

The magicians carried out thejr
Spaniards, but they failed completely,

them in any way whatever,

2
o As for the Negroes,? ghe, Were Calle

Y learn N
e sy g, ses? .
» Or dg thern o if
i ving i

Anteq
Or gje

]
mission 4

gainst the
They coul

Motecubzoma Legryg of the Magicians Failyy,

Therefore they hastened back to the city,
zoma what the strangers were like and how i
were. They said to him; “Ory lord, we are no
weare mere nothings!” Motecuhzomga at once
he commanded the officials and al] ¢he chie
under the threat of death, to take the utmo
What the Strangers needed and provide it

hen the Spaniards left their shi

to tell Motecyh.
nvulnerable they
match for them

gave out orders:
fs and captains,
St pains to learn

Ps and began to march
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The Anzxiety of Motecubgom, and His Peo

Motecuhzoma was distraught ang bewildered; he was
with terror, not knowing what would happe,n to the

» debating the news among

flled 1 1 ;
o The people were also terrified
cmselves. There were meetings and arguments and gossip in

the streets there was weeping and lamenting. The people wer
Jowncast: they went about with their heads boweI:i dp ;
ceeted each other with tears, own and
| But there were s-ome who attempted to encourage their
neighbors, and the children were caressed and comforted b
their fathers and mothers. The chiefs said to Motecuhzoma t)c;
fortify his heart: “The strangers are accompanied by a wor;mn
from this land, who speaks our Nahuatl tongue. She is called
La Malinche, and she is from Teticpac. They found her there
on the coast....”

[t was also at this time that the Spaniards asked so many
questions about Motecuhzoma. They asked the villagers: “Is he
a young man, or mature, or in his old age? Is he still vigorous, or
does he feel himself to be growing old? Is he an old man now,
with white hair?” The villagers replied: “He is a mature man,
slender rather than stout, or even thin. Or not thin but lean,
with a fine straight figure.”

Motecubzoma Thinks of Fleeing

When Motecuhzoma heard that they were inquiring

about his person, and when he learned th?t t.he ‘fgods” wished
to see him face to face, his heart shrank within him and he was

~ filled with anguish. He wanted to run away afld hide; he
| thought of evading the “gods,” of escaping to hide in a cave.

thirty-five
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ke of this fo certain trusted coungel,

He $pO eCd whose hearts were still fiy, anq ,

pot faint -h?a"jl[-‘the;e is the Place of the Dead, the House
They S g;nd of Tlaloc, or the Temple of Cingljs y

sho
the . ”» llld
Sun, e or another, 0 whichever you prefer, MotecuhZOm
to -

- what he desired: to go to the Temple of Cintl;, Ang
kne.“- Wras made known; 1t was revealed to the people.
deschZt he could not do it. He could not run away, coylg -
go into hiding. He had lost his strength and his spirie, and oy
30 nothing. The magicians’ words had ovenfrhe.lmed his hean;.
they had vanquished his heart and thrown him into confusion,
so that now he was weak and listless and too uncertajn t0 make
a decision.

Therefore he did nothing but wait. He did nothing byt

resign himself and wait for them to come. He mastered his heart
at last, and waited for whatever was to happen.

a

18

* Small native fowl, which the Spaniards called “chickens of the land,”—that
is, of Mexico. There were no true domesticated

chickens in America until
they were introduced from Europe,

Who attended the Spaniards.
' Cor goddess.
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Chapter Five

The Spaniards March on
Tlaxcala and Cholula

Introduction

Despite the efforts of Motecuhzoma’s envoys to keep the
Spaniards from approaching Tenochtitlan, Cortes decided to march
inland. The two indigenous accounts presented in this chapter—
the first by Sahagun’s informants, the second by the mestizo Munoz
Camargo—describe the arrival of the Spaniards in Tlaxcala and
Cholula. The account by the informants mentions the first battle

between Spaniards and Indians (a group of Otomi Indians from
Tecoac), after which the Tlaxcaltecas decided to receive the
stra gers in peace. As soon as the Spaniards arrived, the Tlax-

cas began to intrigue against nearby Cholula and the Aztecs.

There are two separate versions of what led the Spaniards to |
massacre the Indians in Cholula. According to Sahagun’s inform-

thirty-seven
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A

._oired by the intrigues of the Tlay
re Was "?spl;:ltred for the people of Chol Calte,

aC lI]a.!:
gs, the mass grned WIZ_};gO, the Cholultecas brough theiy e

by not surrendering to Corteg A

cordingd::l on thcmsei:,vcsthc envoy from.Tlaxcala, Pat]ahua 'f
estruct®” murd:; fgrm an alliance With the Spanjargg .
. them

have been invented by t.he Tlaxcale,
ond yersion ma}t’he massacre; at least, there is no corrobor
seC :

excuse the e the Historia of Bernal Diaz del Castillo or the
for it in eith€

de relacion of Cortes.

311 1] Ou S
whose ° unoz CAM

as t
atiOn
Cﬂrta:

The Spaniards March Inland

(From the Codex Florentino by Sahagun’s m}f orman:]s)

At last they came. At last they began to march toward us,

A man from Cempoala, who was known as the Tlac.och-
calcatl [Chief of the House of Arrows], was thf.: f.irst ofﬁ.cxal to
welcome them as they entered our lands and cities. This man
spoke Nahuatl. He showed them the best routes and the shortest
ways; he guided and advised them, traveling at the head of the
party. _

When they came to Tecoac, in the land of the Tlaxcal-
tecas, they found it was inhabited by Otomies.! The Otomies
came out to meet them in battle array; they greeted the stran-

- gers with their shields.

But the strangers conquered the Otomies of Tecoac; they
utterly destroyed them, They divided their ranks, fired the can-

| M, attacked them with their swords and shot them

Not just a few, but all of them, perished

Y|

Scanned with CamScanner



Johe [eWS; they learned what had taken place there.
ﬂhegr onitions of death: terror overwhelmed them,

felt Pl':c alled with foreboding.

1* ¢ Wwe . ] .
' dﬁeref"rc e chiefs assembled; the captains met together
1 They ralked about what had happened, and said:

iwe do? Shall we go out to meet them? The Otomi

S o
e ¢ WALTIOT, but he was helpless against them: they

 4him a3 mere nothing! They destroyed the poor mace-
g it Jook, with a glance of their eyes! We should go over
", " < de: we should make friends with them and be their

t .
:;lieS- 1f not, they will destroy us too. . .."

The Arrival at Tlaxcala

' Therefore the lords of Tlaxcala went out to meet them,

pringing many things to eat: hens and hens’ eggs and the finest
rortillas. They said to the strangers: “Our lords, you are

weary.

The strangers replied: “Where do you live? Where are
you from?”

They said: «\We are from Tlaxcala. You have come here,
you have entered our land. We are from Tlaxcala; our city is
the City of the Eagle, Tlaxcala.” (For in ancient times it was
called Texcala, and its people were known as Texcaltecas.?)

Then they guided them tO the city; they brought them

there and invited them to entet. They paid them great honors,

nded to their every want, joined with them as allies and

e gave them their daughters. -
he Spaniards asked: «\Where is the City of Mexico? Is it
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“NO' it iS nOt fal', it is On_ly a th-rCc-d

gaid: .
ey grea cicy- The Astecs are very b (% g,
And it _sriors and conquerors and have defeyy theiT:ley .
reat o "
gors on every side. Nejgy
Intrigues Against Cholula

At this time the Tlaxcaltecas were enemjes of G l

Oluly,

They feared the Cholultecas; they envied and

their souls burned with hatred for the people of Cho]u]a.then.l;

is why they brought certain rumors to Cortes, 5o that he ans

destrf;l}' thenjr l;I‘hey silid to him: “Cholula is our enemy (;?l;l

an evil city. The people ;

the AZtect)sc friengs.”p ¢ brave as the Astecs ang they are
When the Spaniards heard this, they marched againg;

Cholula. They were guided and accompanied by the Tiuy

caltecas and the chiefs f
i rom Cempoala, and they all marcheq in

The Massacre g1 Cholul,

R
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r i had ot Suspected it They ¢ 0o

| sczz 1°n5’ without their swords o their shzhe Sspamards Withoyt

K vlla aghter was treachery, They died Bl he cayge of the
5

in becausc Of th‘e liES Of the Tlaxcaltec S i kHOWing
| W And when this had takep place, wOr;s . £
| orecuhzoma. The messengers ¢ titw

ame and de
pack and forth betwe§n Tenochtitlan and Choly] y
mon people were terrified by ¢ ula. The ¢

them, or as if the world were Spinning before ¢p.:
spins during a fit of vertigo. . , , .

When the massacre gt Cholula was complete, the
: d h C : N strangers
set out again toward the City of Meyico, They came in battle
array, as conquerors, and the dygt

. : : rose in whirlwinds on the
roads. Their spears glinted in the sun, and their pennons flyt-

amor as they marched, for
their coats of mail and their weapons clashed and rattled. Some

of them were dressed in glistening iron from head to foot; they
terrified everyone who saw them.

Their dogs came with them, running ahead of the column.
They raised their muzzles high; they lifted their muzzles to the
wind. They raced on before with saliva dripping from their
Jaws.

Negotiations Before the Battle

’ Z

. d no other pur-
CarnargO) d. the Spamards ha
'« time forward,
From this time

4
icanos.! They
1 uas Mexicano
han to raise soldiers against the Culh
than
pose

forty-oﬂe
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i within 2 Very short tme, S0 as to give them no oppor-

"

d;dit o form an alh‘;llnce Wll:h the Tlaxcaltecas. And to avoid
0 well as ot inc;

W poughts, 35 ©f new 1incidents and proposals,

5 d . . .
Eort g saw tO 1t that his new friends and confederates did not

e . - 3
e his side, usIng hus wits as ?IWHYS, as an astute leader, to
 advantage of a favorable situation,
ta

When the ranks were formed, the Spanish troo‘ps and the

1l axc'altecas ma.rChed out in gOOfi rnilitary order, with enough
Supphf:s for their great undfzrtak{ng and with many important
,nd famous captains, all s.kllled in warfare according to their
ancient customs and practices. These captains were Piltecuhtli,
Acxoxecatl, Tec:par.mef:atl, Cahuecahua, Cocomitecuhtli,
Quauhtotohua, 'I:exthpltl and many others; but because they
were so many, with such a variety of names, the others are not
set down here, only the most outstanding, who were always
Joyal to Cortes until the end of his conquest.

The first invasion took place at Cholula, which was
govemed and ruled by two lords, Tlaquiach and Tlalchiac
(for the lords who succeeded to that command were always
known by those names, which mean “Lord of what is above”
and “Lord of what is below™).

Once they entered the province of Cholula, the Spaniards
quickly destroyed that city because of the great provocations
given by its inhabitants. So many Cholultecas were killed in this
invasion that the news raced through the land as far as the City
of Mexico. There it caused the most horrible fright and con-
sternation, for it was also known that the Tlaxcaltecas had al-

" Jied themselves with the “gods” (as the Spaniards were calledin
- parts of this New World, for want of another name) -
The Cholultecas had placed such confidence in their idol
Quetzalcoatl that they believed no human power could d_efeat
harm them. They thought they would be able to vanquish us

-three
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o first, because the Spanijar, -
e

ort tim he Tlaxcaltecas had brough, themso fey,

, I-y Sh
inave pecause g .
cond, . .. faith in the 1dol wa agy

cholulaﬁbz od it would ravage their fanemies With the
they beli€ and drown them in a vast flood o Wre anq

f he :
rhuﬂci;;j(; is what they believed, and they proclaimeq;, .

voices: ‘L€t the strangers cOme!_ b Wﬂ.l S 1 they are g
e fall Our god Quetzalcoatl 1s here wn:b us, and they Cao
' ver defeat him. Let them come, thff weaklings: we are vy !
ing to see them, and we laugh at their stupid delusiong The
are fools or madmen if they trust in these sodomites fro
Tlaxcala, who are nothing but their women. And let the hircren
lings come, too: they have sold themselves in their terror. Loo];
at the scum of Tlaxcala, the cowards of Tlaxcala, the guil
ones! They were conquered by the City of Mexico, and noz
they bring strangers to defend them! How could you change s
soon'? How could you put yourselves into the hands of thee
fore1gn savages? Oh, you frightened beggars, you have lost the
immortal glory that was won by your heroes, who sprang fro
the pure .blood of the ancient Teochichimecas, the founders (I)];
your nation. What will become of you, you traitors? We are

waiting, and you will )
b foef!” you will see how our god Quetzalcoatl punishes

avel,
1n IOU d

-~
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put whenthe Tlaxcaltecas heard the Spaniards call out to

JMES1 and saW ?hemhbnrn t_he temples and hur] the jdols to

i ]gfouﬂd1 PrOfinmg ; eﬁl Wlk:h great zeal and determination

¢ S0 Saw that ] y

[1; " hen they 2 the 1dols were powerless, that no
3

S tell and no rivers poured out—then they understood the

e son and knew it was all falsehoods ang lies
; .

Thus encouraged, they grew so brave that the sjag hte

{havec increased be){ond imagining. Our friends also becamz
ll aware of the Spama.rds’ courage; they never again plotted
0y crimes, but were guided by the divine order, which was to

rve Our Lord by conquering this land and rescuing it from
the power of the devil.

Before the battle began, the city of Tlaxcala sent mes-
sengers and ambassadors to Cholula to ask for peace and to say

that they were marching not against the Cholultecas but against
the Culhuas, or Culhuacanenses Mexicanos. (They were called
Culhuas, it is said, because they had come from the region of
Culhuacan in the West; and Mexicanos, because the city which
they founded and made supreme was called Mexico.) The en-
voys told the Cholultecas that they were marching under the
command of Cortes and that they came desiring peace. They
said that the people of Cholula should fear no harm from the
bearded strangers, for these were a very great and noble people
who only sought their friendship. Thus they begged the Cho-
lultecas as friends to receive the strangers in peace, because they
would be well used by them and suffer no ill treatment, but
they also warned them not to anger the white men, for th.ey
a very warlike, daring and valiant people., wh.o carried
jor weapons made of white metal. ;Fhey sa:rd this because
; among the natives, only coppel- '
¥:\Se;rmall§2nsaid tt?at the strangers brought arn}x\s -Whli};
shoot fire, and wild animals on leashes; that they we

ﬁve
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4 shod in iron, and ;'ad g"werfﬂl cr
dressed 37 es so ferocious t at they ate pe,,
ﬁoﬂ;ﬂ:c‘i Oglz;hounds and mastiffs which the §
the 1€

brought wi
could not prev

the “

: : eﬁni,]g
+h them) ; and that against this Might the] Chnla;]dg hag

ail, or even defend themselves, i they uh%s
» and did not surrender peacefully, 5 they Shangered

- aVOid greater harm. And they collrlse]ed them as § Ou]d dO

b t
act in this manner. 0

Death of the Envoy from Tlaxcal,

But the Cholultecas paid no attention ¢ these words
preferring to die rather than surrender. Rejectjng the goog
counsel of the Tlaxcaltecas, they flayed the face of Patlahyg,.

zin, the ambassador, 2 man of great repute and valor, They dig
the same to his arms, which they flayed to the elbows,

fashion they sent him away, saymng: “Go back, and te]] the
Tlaxcaltecas and those other beggars, or gods, or whatever they
are, that this is how we invite them to come. Thjs 1s the answer
we send them.”

The ambassador returned jp great agony, victim of an
outrage that caused much horror and grief in the republic, be-
cause he was one of the worthiest and most handsome men of
 this land. He died in the service of his homeland and republic,
~ where his “ eternal among his people, who keep his
their songs and sayings.

ey took such unthinkable cruelty as a great
nbassadors were traditionally respected and
0 kings and lords, to whom they reported
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che treaties, wars and other evenyy gy took place in these

yrovinces and kingdoms, Theyef ore they said to Cortes: “Most

valiant lord, we wish to accon, pany you, in order to geck venge-
ance against Cholula for ity ingoJepy wickedness, and to conquer
and destroy that city and jpg province, A people so obstinate and
vicious, so evil and tyrannous, ghould not remain alive, And if
there were no other cause ¢han this, they would degerve eternal
punishment, for they have not thanked us for our good counsel,
but have scorned and despised us becauge of our Jove for you,”
The valiant Cores answered them with a stern face
“Have no fear. | promise you revenge.” And he kepe this
promise, waging a cruel war in which vast multitudes were
slaughtered, as is recorded in the chronicles,
The Cholultecas said that their foes would all be drowned
by their idol Quetzalcoatl. This was the most venerated idol
among the many that were worshipped in this land, and jts
temple at Cholula was considered 2 shrine of the gods. They
said that when the crust was scraped from a portion of the
limed surface of the temple, water gushed out. To save them-
selves from drowning, they sacrificed children of two or three
-years of age and mixed their blood with lime to make 2 kind
of cement with which to stop up the springs and founts. They
said that if they were ever in danger during a war with the
white gods and the Tlaxcaltecas, they would break open all the
mortared surfaces, from which a flood of water would pour
forth to drown their enemies. And when they saw how hard
pressed they were, they set to work.

T'he Destruction of Cholula

But none of their expectations was fulfilled, and they lost
all hope. Of those who died in the battle of Cholula, the greater

forty-seven
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le ‘1
es from the temple pyramiq ;
huﬂcd thems;f;;lc d the idol of QuetZaIcoaﬂ he thell'

per b ad
puml=™ 4 the ale;r chis form of suicide had alwayg bef;?t

n i

desp3it ? ramid, f s rebellious and

from the Pg; g them. They were 2 Contemp,, -
am their

custom ciff-necked, ungovcmable people, and je Was

ous 45 30 S . | 2 manner contrary to that of other Nationg
1

m dieq

custom t(:ij iiﬁeadlong- In the end, the greater part of the
that is, €0

. ‘1ling themselves.

in drsspatxlr,nbg;1 :L:)I:t’gc of Cholula was finished, thf: Cholultecas
Wofi and believed that the God of the white men, i,
understo most powerful sons, was more potent than their owy,
wcrefH ::snds the Tlaxcaltecas, seeing themselves in the very
g::;( ;;’ that battle and massacre, callt?d up‘c:n St: Jarr:::s the
Apostle, shouting his name in loud voices: Santl.ago! And
from that day to this, when they are in some difficulty or

danger, the Tlaxcaltecas invoke the saint. :

They made use of a very good counsel given them by
Cortes, so that they could be distinguished and would not dje
among the enemy by mistake. Since their weapons and emblems
and those of the enemy were almost the same, with only the

slightest differences, and since there was such a great multitude
of people on both sides, some means of identification was a

necessity. Otherwise, in the press of battle, they would have
killed their own warriors without knowing it. Therefore they
wore plaited garlands of feather-grass on their heads, in order
to recognize each other; and the counsel proved to be of con-

siderable v

ad been stormed and destroyed, and a
lled and plundered, our armies marched
j terror wherever they went, until the

h spread through the whole land. The
hed to hear such strange reports, and to
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Jearn how the Cholultecas were defeated and slain in so short. a
time, and how their idol Quetzalcoat] had not served them in
any way.

* One of the tribes that had settled in the Valley of Mexico (and elsewhere)
long before the arrival of the Azrecs.

*Texcala: “Where there are many rocks.” The Aztecs explained the origin
of the word Tlaxcala in this way, but to the Tlaxcaltecas it means “where
there are corn tortillas.”

"This was customary and thérefore roused no suspicion among the
Cholultecas,

*The Aztecs. (The term is explained later in the text.)
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Chapter Six

The Gifts of Gold:
The God Tezcatlipoca Appears

Introduction

n of Cholula, the Spaniards continued to
I Mexico, accompanied by their allies
A8 By Sahagun’s informants, from which
“Hapter are taken, describe two incidents of

mong the volcanoes, in what the Indjans
s met by new envoys from Motecuh-
POCatzin. The envoys Presented many
1S, and then observed thejr reactions
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to the gifts: “The Spaniards burst i
like pigs for that gold. . . .”s s, They hungered

The Spaniards See the Objects of Gold

Then Motecuhzoma dispatched various chiefs. Tzihuac-

popocatzin was at their head, and he took with him a great

. many of his representatives. They went out to meet the

Spaniards in the vicinity of Popocatepet] and Iztactepet], there
in the Eagle Pass.

They gave the “gods” ensigns of gold, and ensigns of
quetzal feathers, and golden necklaces. And when they were

given these presents, the Spaniards burst into smiles; their eyes
shone with pleasure; they were delighted by them. They picked
up the gold and fingered it like monkeys; they seemed to be
 transported by joy, as if their hearts were illumined and made

The truth is that they longed and lusted for gold. Their
swelled with greed, and their hunger was ravenous; they

ed like pigs for that gold. They snatched at the go!den
sions, waved them from side to side and examined every inch
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e ONE who speaks a barbarqy, g
werl . ., barbarous tongue. e;

. : he aSked, « .
Tzihuacpopocatzin, they s g
chance?” They asked this of their g]j;e
nd Cempoala, their shrewd and deCCit:

w

When they Sa

hzoma, by
Motccu from Tlaxcala a

¢he liars
ful co;fhe?f;;elsi; d: “He is not Motecuhzoma, our lords, He j
€ ) SR T)
. Tzihuacpop OCAIZIC c«
his en’\IF‘(;); S;anial’ (li:’s asked him: “Are you Motecuhzoma, by
any chance?”

«Yes” he said, “I am your servant. I am Motecuhzoma.”
B the alics saids “You fool! Why try to deceive us
Who do you think we are?” And they said:

«You cannot deceive us; you cannot make fools of us.
You cannot frighten us; you cannot blind our eyes.
You cannot stare us down; we will not look away.

You cannot bewitch our eyes or turn them aside.
You cannot dim our eyes or make them swoon.
You cannot fill them with dust or shut them with slime.

like a bird? Can he tunnel the earth?
£0 a mountain, to hide inside it?

€ him, to meet him face to face.

fiear his words from his own lips.”
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They rqunted and threatened the envoys in this fashion, and the

s of welcome and the greetings were another failure. There-

?; ¢ the €nvoys hastened back to the city.

The Apparition of Tezcatlipoca

But then t.here was another series of envoys: magicians,
wizards and priests. They also left the city and went out to
meet the strangers, but they were completely helpless: they
could not blind thelF eyes or overcome them in any way.

They even failed to meet and speak with the “gods,”
because a certain drunkard blundered across their path. He
used the gestures that are used by the people of Chalco, and he
was dressed like a Chalca, with eight cords of couch-grass
across his breast. He scemed to be very drunk; he feigned
drunkenness; he pretended to be a drunkard.

He came up to them while they were about to meet the
Spaniards. He rushed up to the Mexicanos and cried: “Why
have you come here? For what purpose? What is it you want?
What is Motecuhzoma trying to do? Has he still not recovered
his wits? Does he still tremble and beg? He has committed
many errors and destroyed a multitude of people. Some have
been beaten and others wrapped in shrouds; some have been
betrayed and others mocked and derided.”

When the magicians heard these words, they tried in vain
to approach him. They wanted to ask his help, and they hur-
riedly built him a small temple and altar and a seat made of
couch-grass. But for a while they could not see him. .

They labored in vain, they prepared his temple m vam,
for he spoke to them only in oracles. He terrified them with his

fifty-three
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spoke to them as if from 4 gy d

ofs an e? It is useless, Me,: istanc,

hafSh rep foe You comé her ) ot 2 H 'eXIC() wlll §

«Why B avM sico will be Jeft in rums!™ He syjq. “Gop
e

s toward the city. Whag y,, f(;ttsck‘

o back: dy taken place!” ’
g has alrel‘ie?j’ in the direction of Tenochtitlan,

ere in flames, and so were the commupg] hall , ¢
1

ligious schools and all the houses. It was as if 4 great battl:
rellg

ing in the city.

were é‘a/g[::f tll?e magici)::ns saw this, they lost heart. They coulg
not speak clearly, but talked as.if tb?y were drunk: “Tt v, -

roper for us to have seen this vision. Motecuhzom; himselg
should have beheld it! This was not 2 mere mortal. Th;q Was
the young Tezcatlipoca!”
e Y(;udgdcnly thep god disappeared, and they saw him 6
longer. The envoys did not go forward to meet t}'le. Spaniards,
they did not speak with them. The priests and magicians turneq
and went back to report to Motecuhzoma.

Motecubzoma’s Despair

When the envoys arrived in the city, they told Motecuh-
zoma what had happened and what they had seen. Motecuh-
zoma listened to their report and then bowed hjs head without
 speaking d. For a long time he remained thus, with his
d when he spoke at last, it was only to say:
now, my friends? Is there a mountain for

¢ run away? We are Mexicanos: would
Iy to the Mexican nation?
men, and the old women, and the innocent
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e children. How can they save themselyes> But there is no

f o What can we do? Is there nothing left ys?
e ’ . 2 &, )

be%" wwe will be judged and punished, Ang however it may

oA ,nd whenever it may be, we can do nothing but wait,”
9 .

()

(" 5

m
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Chapter Seven

The Spaniards Are Welcomed

in Tezcoco

Introduction

The Spaniards pushed on toward Tenochtitlan, coming down
out of the mountains by way of Tlalmanalco. Shortly after their
descent, Prince Ixtlilxochitl of Tezcoco (brother of Cacama, the

lord of Tezcoco) left his city with a group of followers to greet
Cortes i

- ACCOl‘ding to this account, it was Prince
.Ui'lded the people of Tezcoco, resentful of
0 join forces with the conquistadors. The same

|
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importance, eSpecially the
mother, when her son aske
describes how Motecuhzo

The March to Tezcoco

When the Spaniards looked dow i
heights, they were delighted to see so malrll)f ?ﬂrilagt:searrxrc‘loz)n -
Some fuggested that they should return to Tlaxcala untl ‘chI;S-
could increase their forces, but Cortes urged them on, and th}::
march to Tezcoco was begun. :

They spent that night in the mountains and set out again
the next day. After they had marched a few miles, they were

~ met ilxochitl and his brothers with a large company of

ain, and Ixtlilxochitl approached him and
miles and obeisances, to which Cortes
nish fashion. The prince was astonished
y white skin and with a beard and with so
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y while Cortes, in turp, .
jestys . U
courig® anda':;]his brothem—FS}:lzcmlly by Te‘-‘chltzi“n‘
e Spaniards.
the PP of the Sp . |

L‘hcd::s as whlfc:sL“:);v[alinChe and Agullar as mterpreters
who At last, wit J Cortes to accompany him to TCZCOQO, s(;
deilxochid I:;sgg;eoplc might serve him. Cortes thankeg =
ol czca:; (:ccepth his invitation.

pnﬂ

The Arrival at the City

At the request of Ixtlilxochitl, Cortes and hjs men ate the
gifts of food that had been brought out from Tezcoco, Then
they walked to the city with their new friends, and g the
people came out to cheer and welcome them. The Indians knel;

down and adored them as sons of the Sun, their gods, believing
that the time had come of which thejr dear ki

Word of these events was brou

ght to the king, Motecuh-
tion his nephews had given
Cohuamacotzin and Ixclil-

zoma, who was pleased by the recep
Cortes. He was also pleased by whar

ie wished to repay their kind-
of God, with the help of his
S and a number of the other
1€ told them that the emperor
SLnere, so far away, in order that
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Ixthilxochitl Becomes 4 Christian

‘When Cortes asked for thej
ir reply, Ixtlilxochi i
tears and answered that he and his grother: Zcr?c;frls);r::intlltlo
e

mysteries very well. Giving thanks to God '
. . 3 th
been illumined, he said that he wished to becomei:chls : Squl :j

to serve the emperor. He begged for the crucifix, s
. h1s brothers r.night “.zorship it, and the Spania,rd(s) iztplt\e ‘:::;
joy to see their devotion.

The princes then asked to be baptized. Cortes and the
priest accompanying him said that first they must learn more of
the Christian religion, but that persons would be sent to instruct
them. Ixtlilxochitl expressed his gratitude, but begged to receive
the sacrament at once because he now hated all idolatry and

, mysteries of the true faith.
ew of the Spaniards objected, Cortes decided
ould be baptized immediately. Cortes him-
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he prince was given the \
Odfﬂther! and]:i SPOI'ISOI',S name. HiS b name
5 3P Tothe,

hat was :
; edro because his godfathey W

do:)rzi as named F :
c and Tecocoltzin was named Feman %

f3d01 . .
B also. The other Christians beCarn’
e

ing him
: sponSOfmg :
% o the other princes, and the baptisms were per.

s g . .
f(fnfzzhivith the greatest solemnity. If it had been Possibe
n;)orc than twenty thousand persons would have been bap tiZed,
chat very day, and a great number of them did receive ¢,

sacrament.

The Reactions of Yacotzin

Ixtlilxochit] went to his mother, Yacotzin, to tell her what
had happened and to bring her out to be baptized. She replied
that he must have lost his mind to let himself be won over so
casily by that handful of barbarians, the conquistadors. Don
Hernando said that if she were not his mother, he would answer
her by cutting off her head. He told her that she would receive
the sacrament, even against her will, because nothing was im-
portant except the life of the soul.

being. She sai'd.she would think about what he had told her and
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otecub s Fi '
M 2oma’s Fipgl Decision

When Motecuhzomyg Je,
coco, he called together his :
lahuac and the other lords, ephew Cacama, his brother Cyje-

; He proposed | i ion i
order to dec1de. whether they shouﬁi welzo;:gtl:s (él}isfm.l o
whe‘n they arrived, and if S0, in what manner. C 'rllsimns
replied that they should e

ot welcome them
’ ) . In any manner, but
Cacama disagreed, saying that it would show 4 want of cou’ra =
to deny them entrance o ¢

nce they were at the gat
. es. He add
that 1t was not proper f ; .

or a great lord like his uncle to turn
away the ambassadors of another great prince. If the visitors
made any demands which displeased Motecuhzoma, he could

punish their insolence by sending his hosts of brave warriors
against them.
Before any one else could speak, Motecuhzoma announced
that he agreed with his nephew. Cuitlahuac warned him: “I
pray to our gods that you will not let the strangers into your
house. They will cast you out of it and overthrow your rule,
and when you try to recover what you have lost, it will be too
late.” With this the council came to an end. The other lords all
showed by their gestures that they approved of this last opinion,
but Mote ma was resolved to welcome the Christians as
hi nephew Cacama to go out to meet them and
 Cuitlahuac to wait for them in the palace at
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Chapter Eight

The Spaniards Arrive in Tenochtitlan

Introduction

» 1519, The PreCISe d .
Ay ate
: “Inando de Aly, Ixtilxochit], s recorded
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When Cortes and Motecuhzoma
the same avenue, they greeted each
been carefully preserved b
describe the stay of the ¢
greed for the gold objects

finally met at Huitzillan, on
other in speeches that have
y Sahagun’s informants. The texts then
onquistadors in Tenochtitlan and their
Stored in the treasure houses,

Motecubzoma Goes Out to Meet Cortes

The Spaniards arrived in X
Tenochtitlan. That was the en
reached their goal.

Motecuhzoma now arrayed himself in his finery, pre-
paring to g0 out to meet them. The other great princes also
adorned their persons, as did the nobles and their chieftains and
knights. They all went out together to meet the strangers.

They brought trays heaped with the finest flowers—the
flower that resembles a shield; the flower shaped like a heart;
in the center, the flower with the sweetest aroma; and the
fragrant yellow flower, the most precious of all. They also
brought garlands of flowers, and ornaments for the breast, and
necklaces of gold, necklaces hung with rich stones, necklaces
fashioned in the petatillo style.

Thus Motecuhzoma went out to meet them, there in
Huitzillan. He presented many gifts to the Captain and his com-
manders, those who had come to make war. He showered gifts
upon them and hung flowers around their necks; he gave them
- necklaces of flowers and bands of flowers to adorn their breasts;

Xoloco, near the entrance to
d of the march, for they had
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otecubzoma and Cortes

Speeches of #

cccuhzoma had given necklaceg to ¢
When Mo “Are you Motecuhzoma? Are

Cortes asked him: are the king Motecuhzoma?”

e
it true that YOU &2 0 I am Motecuhzom, »
o t:’:Ind the king said: “Yes, 1 3 * They he

Cortes; he came forward, boweq
ol :ivrfscsz;m;m in these words: “Our lord, o €aq

. are

The journey has tired you, but now y01'1 have Aty
weal:y- arth. You have come to your city, Mexico, You
on the € .

| : our throne, to sit under its canopy,
come‘E;;ee tlt{li ;lgtso‘r; }2; have gone before, your reprcsentativEs
arded it and preserved it for your coming. The hngs Ttz Oat]:

ﬁduotccuhzoma the Elder, Axayacatl, Tizoc and Ahuitzq] tuleg
for you in the Ciry of Mexico. T}}e pe.ople WETe protecte by
their swords and sheltered by the:u' shields.

“Do the kings know the destiny gf those they left behing,
their posterity? If only they are watching! If only they can g,
what I see! o

“No, it is not a dream. I am not walking in my sleep. [ gy
not seeing yoi in my dreams. . . . I have seen you at last! T hay,
met you face to face! I was in agony for five days, for ten days,
with my eyes fixed on the Region of the Mystery. And noy
you have come out of the clouds and mists to Sit on your thrope
again.

“This was foretold by the king

and now it has taken place. You h
have come down from the

of your royal houses, Welc

ach

You the ]d?“,

stoo
Jow arld ad

s who governed your city,
ave come back to us; you
sky. Rest now, and take possession
Ome to your land, my Jords!”

- Sixty-four
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o La {\/Ialmche; “Tell Motecuhzoma that we are his friends.
There is nothing to fear. We have wanted to see him for a long
ti.mc’ AUON T 1_1ave seen his face and heard his words. Tell
him that we love: him well and that our hearts are contented.”
Then h?‘ said to Motecuhzoma: “We have come to .
house 1n MexECO as friends. There is nothing to fear.” your
La Malinche translated this speech and th;: Spaniards

grasped Motecuhzoma’s hands and :
their affection for him. ~and patted his back to show

Attitudes of the Spaniards and the Native Lords

The Spamard.s examined everything they saw. They dis-
mounted from their horses, and mounted them again, and dis-
mounted again, so as not to miss anything of interest. ’

The : chiefs who accompanied Motecuhzoma were:
Cacama, king of Tezcoco; Tetlepanquetzaltzin, king of Tlaco-
pan; Itzcuauhtzin the Tlacochcalcatl, lord of Tlatelolco: and
Topantemoc, Motecuhzoma’s treasurer in Tlatelolco. 'I"hese
four chiefs were standing in a file.

The other princes were: Atlixcatzin [chief who has taken
captives]'; Tepeoatzin, The Tlacochcaleatl; Quetzalaztatzin,
the keeper of the chalk; Totomotzin; Hecateupatiltzin; and
Cuappiatzin.

When Motecuhzoma was imprisoned, they all went into

7 hiding. They ran away to hide and treacherously abandoned

o Spaniards Take Possession of the City

the Spaniards entered the Royal House, they
Zoma under guard and kept him under their
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ed a guard over Itzcuauhg,;, by
» Dy tl'le

ermitte

- .
other Iordsthe Spr hjards fired one of their cannons, gy

Then confusion 10 the city. The people SCatter, dt
caused gredt they fled without rhyme or reason; . ™
ooms that confuse the mind, or had seen SOMe dre,
They were all overcome by terror, g it .
ed. And when night fell, the panjc b Cir
d their fears would not let them sleep, ~ 4

the mushl_' :
ful appanition-

h the city an . :
throulgi1 the morning the Spamards told Motecuhzoma Why

they needed in the way of supplies: tortillas, fried Chickeng
hens’ eggs, pure water, ﬁrCWOO.d and ch.arcoal. Also- large‘
clean cooking pots, water jars, pitchers, dishes and othey Pot.
tery. Motecuhzoma ordered that it be sent to them. The Chief;
who received this order were angry with the king and no longe;
revered or respected him. But they furnished the Spaniards wjy,
all the provisions they needed—food, beverages and water, and

fodder for the horses. :

]

T'he Spaniards Reveal Their Greed

When the Spaniards were installed in the palace, they
asked Motecuh{zoma about the city’s resources and reserves ang
gbqut the warriors’ ensigns and shields, They questioned him
hf:n demanded gold.
ma guided them to it They surrounded him

ose with their weapons. He walked in the
ey formed a circle around him.

y arrived
y at the treasure house called Teucalco,

Scanned with CamScanner



........

s Melting Gold Objects (Codex Florentino)
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{ feathers were brought "

" t to
fgold = ezl fearhers, Hehly wores s}:? ,
made of idaces of the idols, gold Nose Plllgs e]ds'
c Y
; gold, the]z:s and crowns. 8ol

d bracelct: diately stripped the feather, fro
Ve g oaniards imme T
g red The Spargirnsigﬂ ;. They gathef ed all the lgO]d lm:'o 1 grea:
old shields an fire to everything f:lse, -regard €55 of jp Vi,
mound and Seited down the gold into ingots. As £, the
me

Pre,
Then they es, they took only the best of Fhem; the ,
cious green 5;0;‘ l;y the Tlaxcaltecas. Thc 'Spamards Searche,
were S?latg:ivh (I)}C' treasure house, unStIOHng and qUarre]ing
through' ¢

d seized every object they thought was beautify],
ands

b}
The Seizure of Motecubzoma’s Treasures

reserved to him only. They seizeq these
‘ere their OWN, as if this plunder were
ick. And when they had taken all

up eve, thing else jn the midd]e of the
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La Malinche called the nob]es together. She climbed up

ro the palace roof and cried: “Mexicanos, come forward! The
Spaniards ?eed your help! Bring them food and pure water.
They are tired and hungry; they are almost fainting from ex-
haustion! Why do you not come forward? Are you angr

wich them?” gry

The Mexicans were too frightenedto approach. They were
crushed by terror and would not risk coming forward. They

shied away as if the Spaniards were wild beasts, as if the hour
were midnight on the blackest night of the year. Yet they did
not abandon the Spaniards to hunger and thirst, They brought
them whatever they needed, but shook with fear as they did so.

They delivered the supplies to the Spaniards with trembling
hands, then turned and hurried away.

* Military title given to a warrior who had captured four enemies.
* The zoological garden attached to the royal palaces.
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Chapter Nine

The Massacre in the Main Temple
During the Fiesta of Toxcatl

Introduction

Several indigenous texts—the Codex Ramirez, the Xl
relacion of Alva Ixtlilxochit] and the Codex Aubin—describe the
massacre perpetrated during the fiesta of Toxcatl, which the Aztecs
celebrated in honor of the god Huitzilopochtli. “This was the most

important of their fiestas.” w
as,” wrote Sahagun. “It i
Clew
and fell at almost the same time.” g as like our Easter

; sc from the city for twenty days when
"2% fe had gone out to fight Panfilo de
.{’ arrest him by order of Diego Velaz-

- Sortes’ deputy, Pedro de Alvarado,
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: tack by the Spaniards in the
the retaliation by the Indians, who

n the ;
e y took refuge in Motecuhzoma’s

The second brief accoyp
Codex Aubin. “From a litera

midst of the ceremonies an

tis by‘ the native author of the
ry s.tandpomt," says Dr, Garibay, “the

The Preparations for the Fiesty

The Aztecs begged permission of thejr king to hold the
fiesta of Huitzilopochtli. The Spaniards wanted to see this

fiesta to learn how it was celebrated. A delegation of the cele-
brants came to the palace where Motecuhzoma was a prisoner,
and when their spokesman asked his permission, he granted it
to them.
As soon as the delegation returned, the women began to
grind seeds of the chicalote.! These women had fasted for a
 whole year. The y ground the seeds in the patio of the temple.
came out of the palace together, dressed in
their weapons with them. They stalked
1 looked at them one by one; they stared
women who were grinding seeds. After
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jon, they went back into the palace, Ity
JId inspee ) kill the celebrants if the men cnff’.red‘ﬂd
plnnncd f e

The Statue of Huitzilopochtli

On the evening before the fiesta of Tr’)xcatl, the cejcbran“
2 model a statue of Huitzilopochtli. They BAVE it gy
b;f;a:,;n appearance that it sccmcd‘ the body of 4 living . ‘
;ct they made the statue with n(?thmg but 2 paste made Of the
round sceds of the chicalote, which they shaped over an arm,_
sticks.
ture %{;hcn the statue was finished, they dressed it in rich
feathers, and they painted crossbars over anfi under jtg eyes,
They also clipped on its earrings of tUrquoise mosaic; thes,
were in the shape of serpents, with gold rings hanging from
them. Its nose plug, in the shape of an arrow, was made of gojq

and was inlaid with fine stones.
They placed the magic headdress of hllmmingbird

feathers on its head. They also adorned it with an anecuyot],
which was a belt made of feathers, with a cone at the back,
Then they hung around its neck an ornament of yellow parrop
feathers, fringed like the locks of g young boy. Over this they
put its nettle-leaf cape, which was painted black and decorated
with five clusters of eagle feathers.

Next they wrapped it in jts cloak, which was painted with
skulls and bones, and over this they fastened its vest. The vest

~Intestines, torsos, breasts ‘hands and feet. They also put on its
’ oth,? lich was decorated with images of

Seventy-two
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The procession began, and the celebrants filed into the
temple patio to dance the Dance of the Serpent. When they
were all together in the patio, the songs and the dance began.

ho had fasted for twenty days and those who had

ar were in command of the others; they kept the

h their pine wands. (If anyone wished to

stop dancing, but simply opened his clothing
rated his clusters of heron feathers.)
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he leaders or was not i, h;
iSObc eodntthe hlpS and ShOl]lders. T S pl‘g
him
ruc

: . 0
: ing him and shoy; " th
St t10, beatmg hlm ¢
Jace th;{ out Of thc(fahjm 50 hard that he Sprawle q : Ofl'gm
drove ey pushe ed him outside by the ears, ) the
hey j;abgogut this punishment, for thoge
wor

Oh
d and venetate. 3q
r were feare e > they
fasted during ;hseiv);etaitlc “Brothers of HthllOpOChtli," hag
he exclu
ﬂuﬂedt

vest warriors, d
eat captains, the bravest warriors, ance
The gr

.

dt
files to guide the others. The yo'uths. folloWe :th:
head of the Some of the youths wore their hajr Batherey \
slight dlstanlie' a sign that they had never taken any Captiv,
to large loci:é their headdresses on their shoulders; they heg
oy : aiirves, but only with help. )
mken";hgn came the recruits, who were called

riors.” They had each captured an enemy or
wa-r .
others called to them: “Come, comrades,

2 ' b2 ]
you are! Dance with all your hearts!

; nd t
Ound!
g:red to s3y @

the yQun

§
tWo. The

show us how braye

The Spaniards Attack the Celebrants

At this moment in the f;
and when song was linke aniards were siezed
with an urge to kill the celebrants, They all ran forward, armeq
as if for battle, They closed the entrances and Passageways, 4|
the gates of the Patio: the Eagle Gare In the lesser palace, the
Gate of the Canestalk and the G

esta, when the

dance wag lovelieg
d to song, the Sp

nts. They

"\ u‘.“;‘:.ngt swo d n or meta-l

Ids and thejr woode
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Temple (Codex Duran)
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the drums Were played. They attac)

: d

here 7. ff his arms. Th ©d the |
place ¥ Jing and cut O - 1hen the m

who w3s € d agcross the floor. Y cue off ;:"

Kked all the celebrants, stabbing ¢},
chem 1;%;:;’" skl Lk Eeect, ey agttaciTés ng
chem 'trom behind, and these fell instantly to the 8roung © of
heir entrails hanging out. Others th.ey beheaded. they Wit}
cheir heads, or split their heads to pieces. Ut of
They struck others in the shoulders, and the;;
corn from their bodies. They wounded some in the
some in the calf. They slashed others in the abdomep
entrails all spilled to the ground. Some attempted to
but their intestines dragged as they ran; they seeme
their feet in their own entrails. No matter how th
save themselves, they could find no escape.

Some attempted to force their way out, but :
murdered them at the gates. Others ch'n{bed the wt:;fs Sll)) ANlards
could not save themselves. Those who ran into the c:’o e
houses were safe there for a while; so were those who lar}!’u:l]:‘,:i

among the victims and pretended to be dead Butj
: : - But
up again, the Spaniards saw them and killed themlf they Stood

The blood of the warriors flowed like water and gath
_ ered

f blood anq en-

armg We

thigh ar:;
sy and their
I'Iln away
d to tangle,
€y trieq to

Ssacre ;
oy Was heard outside the
€Xicanos, come running!
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Bring YOUr spears and shig]qql
our wartiors!” t The Strangers have murdered

and arrows, even with the light :
birds. They hurled thejr javeling v : d for hunting
cloud of missiles spread oyt ) .
cloak. over the Spanjards like a yellow

The Spaniards immediqre] :
They began to shoot at the Mey; . palace.

to fire their cannons and arquebuses, And
cuhzoma in chains, nd they shackled Mote-

The Lament for the Degg

lamented.

Each victim was taken first to his ow
the Sacred Patio, where all the dead wer
Some of the bodies were later burned i
Eagle Urn, and others in the House of the

n home and then to
¢ brought together,
the place called the
Young Men,

 Motecubzoma’s Message

cuauhtzin climbed onto the roof of the
5 proclamation: “Mexicanos! Tlatelolcas!
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Motecuhzoma, has sept me { ‘
e canos, near me, for thf:?c o .his Words t: speal: f
: 'Meﬂﬁght chem. We are ’nut their equals bzc,u: ‘ “‘?
o[ur shields and arrows. tilg Pu:
down.-{{e cells you this because 1t 1S the aged whe i
and they deserve your pity. The- humbles, o Lsug,
mosfsvu ffer, and SO will the innocent children whe SZSF W
:l:O oIl fours, who still sleep in their cradles, Qrawl
«Therefore your king says: ‘We are not Strop
o defeat them. Stop fighting, and return to your homm, ?nough

canos, they have put your king in chains; his fee are. bo%
Ung

must no

with chains.”

When Itzcuauhtzin had finished speaking, they,
great uproar among the people. They shouted insults 5 h:::.a
their fury, and cried: “Who is Motecuhzoma to give us o4 In
We are no longer his slaves!” They shouted war etiesiing ersy
arrows at the rooftop. The Spaniards quickly hid MOtecuhZﬁred
and Itzcuauhtzin behind their shields so that the —_— Omg
not find them.

The Mexicans were enraged because the attack
captains had been so treacherous: their warriors had beenolr:m th;

e

without the slightest warning. Now th
to put down their arms, ° B i

ws WOU.ld

’ The Spaniards Are Besieged
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A few people attempted to communicate with the

spa.nil"ds' They hoped to win their favor by giving them ad-
ice and information or by secretly bringing them food. But
| he guards found them and killed them op the spot: they broke
| heir necks or stoned them to death,
Once 2 group of porters was discovered bringing rabbit
Jns* into the city. They let slip the fact that other persons had
been hiding In their midst. Therefore strict orders were issued
ro maintain a watch over all the roads ang Causeways leading to
the city. The por:ieihﬂli;msedﬁc had been sent by the chiefs of
Avyotzintepec an antlan. They were only p '
chi:ir duties, but the guards seized chm an e

d put them to death
for no reason. They would shout. “Here is another one!” and

then kill him. And if they happened to see one of Motecuh-
zomz's servants with his glass lip Plug, they slaughtered him at
once, claiming: “He was bringing food to Motecuhzoma.”
They seized anyone who was dressed Ijke
other servant. “Here is another traitor,” they w
bringing news to Motecuhzoma.” The prison
save his life by pleading with them: “What

Mexicanos? I am not a traitor!’

a porter or any
ould say. “He is
er would try to

are you doing,
' But they would answer: “Yes,
you are. We know you are one of his servants.” And they
would immediately put him to death.

They stopped and examined everyone in the same way,
studying each man’s face and questioning him about his work.
No one could walk out of doors without being arrested and
accused. They sentenced a great many people for imaginary
crimes; the victims were executed for acts they had never com-
mitted. The other servants, therefore, went home and hid them-
selves. They were afraid to be seen in public: they knew what
. would happen tc them if they fell into the hands of the guards
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had trapPed the Sp;niards in the Pl
hem under attack Or seven g, 5 ang
et they foiled all their attempyg breg
. a);su the causeways were closefi off. The M%.t‘
[tl;li bridges, opened great gap.s In the paVeme::

. whole series of barricades; they dldle_VCFY thing thet
and built a“l’ the causeways impassable. They- als, Closeg J
could to rga :uilding walls and roadblocks; they obstrye
::: 1:)2;((1; a)r;d streets of the city.

ted 3"

The Massacre According to the Codex Aubj,

Motecuhzoma said to La Malinche: “Please ask the god
to hear me. It is almost time to celebrate the fiesta of_ Toxcatl, |;
will last for only ten days, and we beg his permussion to hold

it. We merely burn some incense and dance our dances, There
will be a little noise because of the music, but that js a]].”

The Captain said: “Very well, tell him they may hold j¢.”
Then he left the city to meet another force of Spaniards who

were marching in this direction, Pedro de Alvarado, called The
Sun, was in command during his absence,

 for thejr elder brothers,
St celebrate the fiesta a5

will dance with 3]) our
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Then Tecatzin, tl:le chief of the armory, said: “Please re-
ind the lord that he is here, not in Cholula, You know how

chey r_rapped the Cholultecas in thejr patio! They have already
caused US enough trouble. We should hide our weapons close

otecuhzoma said: “ :
But M ”Sald. Are we at war with them? I tell
ou, We can trust them.

Tecatzin said: “Very well,”

Then the songs and dances began, A young captain wear-

ing 2 lip plug guided the dancers; he was Cuatlazol, from Tol-
nahuac. ,

But the songs had hardly begun when the Christians came
out of the palace. They entered the patio and stationed four
guards at each entrance. Then they attacked the captain who
was guiding the dance. One of the Spaniards struck the idol in
the face, and others attacked the three men who
the drums. After that there was a general slaug
patio was heaped with corpses,

A PrieSt from the Place of the Canefields® cried out in a
loud voice: “Mexicanos! Who said we are not at war? Who
said we could trust them?”

The Mexicans could only fight back with sticks of wood;

they were cut to pieces by the swords. Finally the Spaniards
retired to the palace where they were lodged.

were playing
hter undl the

! Argemone mexicana, an edible plant, also used in medicines.
: stelle, in La Vie quotidienne des Aztéques (Paris: Hachette,
maxtlatl as “a cloth that was wrapped around the waist,
] and then tied in front, with the two ends hanging

k. These ends often had decorative borders or
n to the Olmecs and Mayas during the earliest
fecord. At the time of the Conquest, it was
of Mexico except the Tarascos in the West

ast, who were considered rather scandalous
1 ”
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A paper made from che inner bark of several differen, treeg
3 P .

: of 4,
Ficus. had no cows, horses, pigs or other large d . ’
: ‘Til;:tﬁez:e:rsld skins, theref.Ol'er they used the hides O?I'EIEGS:]cated i
sn(:;llef creatures as the rabbit. I apqg of
s A part of the main temPle' su“\

Re%

)

3
e By, .
i
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Cba_pter Ten

The Night of Sorrows

Introduction

After disposing of Panfilo de Narvaez, Cortes returned to the
city, his ranks increased by troops from the defeated army. Ac-
cording to Sahagun’s informants (from whose writings this chapter
is drawn), the Aztecs planned to fall on him from ambush; but he
reached the garrison in Tenochtitlan without hindrance and im-
 ordered the cannons to be fired. The Aztecs responded
their attack on the palace. The battle raged for four
2 lull in the fighting, the Spaniards dragged the dead
hz ma and Itzcuauhtzin to the water’s edge. No
yw Motecuhzoma died.
bvious to Cortes that he would have to
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cnochtitlan. He withdrew at nighy but g,
abandoﬂd and the Aztecs avenged themselyeg for the ety
discovcl‘;’c })atio- They attacked as the Spanjargg Fere ¢ massacr%‘
;::: tﬂf}copﬂ" (now Tacuba) CAUSEWaY, and e foc:i,, €y
Jisastrous that it has been known ever since 44 “Iy noct Wag 4
the Night of Sorrows, Those who escaped the disaste, fo st
in the nearby village of Teocalhueyacan, whep e ung ,
comed as friends; but three-fourths of the army hady w' ije
the retreat and in the siege that preceded it, P Crisheg )

The chapter concludes with a brief selection fy
XUI relacion by Alva Ixtilxochitl, oM the the

The Spaniards Abandyy, the City
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runﬂi“g! They are Crossing the capg|! Our enemies are es-
x '”

csplﬂgr'hcn a priest of Huitzilopoch

. ) thi shouted the call to arms
om the templf': pyramld: His voj

Follow them in your boats:z Cut them off, and desu-oy them!”
When they }}eard thl.s Cry, the warrjors leaped into the
boats were from th

the warriors’ shields. The boatmen P
they lashed the water of the lake

Other warriors set out o foot, racing to Nonohualco and
then to Tlacopan to cut off the retreat.

The boats converged on the Spaniards from both sjdes of
the causeway, and the warriors looged a storm

: » ) of arrows at the
fleeing army. But the Spaniards alse turned to shoot at the
Aztecs; they fired their crossbows and thejr

Spaniards and Tlaxcaltecas suffered many cas
of the Aztec warriors were also killed or wo

ntil it boiled,

ualties, but many
unded.

The Massacre at the Canal of the Toltecs

When the Spaniards reached the Canal of the Toltecs,
in Tlaltecayohuacan, they hurled themselves headlong into the
water, as if they were leaping from a cliff.* The Tlaxcaltecas,
‘the ‘Tliliuhquitepec, the Spanish foot soldiers and
I€EW. women who accompanied the army-—all
gand plunged over it.
soon choked with the bodies of men and
he gap In the causeway with their own
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romed bodies Those who followed crossed to the other side
walking on the corpses.

bY Wheﬂ they reached Petlalco, where there was another

canal, they crossed over on their portable brid

attacked by the Aztecs.® They stopped and

hort while, and began to feel more like men

marched on to Popotla.

Dawn was breaking as they entered the village. Their
pearts were cheered by the brightcning light of this new day:
they thought the horrors of the retreqt by night were all be-
hind them. But suddenly they heard war cries and the Aztecs
swarmed through the streets and surrounded them. They had
come to capture Tlaxcaltecas for their sacrifices. They also
wanted to complete their Tevenge against the Spaniards.

The Aztecs harried the army all the way to Tlacopan.
Chimalpopoca, the son of Motecuhzoma, was killed in the ac-
tion at Tlilyuhcan by an arrow from the crossbows. Tlaltecat-
zin, the Tepanec® prince, was wounded in the same action and
died shortly after. He had served the Spaniards as a guide and
advisor, pointing out the best roads and short cuts,

ge without being
rested there for a
again. Then they

T'he Spaniards Take Refuge in Teocalbueyacan

Then the Spaniards forded a small river called the Tep-

ossed two rivers, the Tepzolac and the

in Otoncalpulco, where the temple patio

iwooden wall. They rested there in safery,
‘ vering their strength.

e lord of Teocalhueyacan paid

The Otomi, a title reserved for
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4 them and offered them the o:
gty B he: tortillas, €ggs, roast Chickets Off%d
chet " pad brou . Js of fruit. He placed these r;}a fe\v

. n’ﬂnts : s Kin e k
l,_uss;ens an arto® in and Sﬂld: My lor dsg YOu ar ehﬂgs
Jive e (Ca tal We b ¢ We
many heartaches. Ve beg the gods ¢ by,

O
R
ese gt .
o and enjoy th i dg:l“My lord, the Captain wisheg to ky
’ Ow

)

from.
here you a1
' Hyc swered: “Tell our lord that we are from T

ill visit us.” Oca],
hueyacan. Tell him that we hope h.e will visit us.
La MﬁﬁﬂChe Sa.id: “The Captam thanks you. We Shau k

»
rive tomorrow or the day after.

The Astecs Recover the Spoils
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sthered Up everything the SpaniarC}S h;d
The? .tthheir cerror. When a man saw something ne
ne tk it and it became his property; he hefted 1t
o ;nd carried it home. They also collected all
g his Shoul(i‘e:: had been left behind or had fallen into the
he ¥ - ;nons, arquebuses, swords, spears, bows and ar-
1 i¢h all the steel helmets, coats of mail and breast-
Ongh‘:,,shields of metal, wood and hide. They recovered
Jace> anflnt ots, the gold disks, the tubes of gold dust and the
the gz‘i‘;;iti collars with their gold pendants.
ahﬂl‘;They gathered up everything they could find and
hed the waters of the canal with the greatest care. Some of
sk roped with their hands and others felt about with their
;:ij'ig‘ hose who went ﬁrSt. were able to kciep their balance but
those who came along behind them all fell into the water.

The Account by Alva Ixtlilxochitl

Cortes turned in the direction of Tenochtitlan and entered
the city of Tezcoco. He was received only by a group of
knights, because the legitimate sons of King Nezahualpilli had
been hidden by their servants, and the other lords were being
held by the Aztecs as hostages. He entered Tenochtitlan with
his army of Spaniards and allies on the day of St. John the Bap-
tist, without being molested in any way.

~ The s.gave them everything they needed, but
rtes had no intention of leaving the city
rs, they rallied their warriors and at-
Chis attack began on the day after Cortes
7 and lasted for seven days.
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oma climbed ongy
. ddays Motecﬂhzl W, (:‘ oofy,
ish his peoplé, Ut Curse hip, %
4 tried 0 2 onlSC oward and a traitor to his coyp,, Y
an ewasa

. 1 their weapons. It is said thay 5, b

Ou[Cd that . Wlth thelr "V t nd.]an

:}x:en thfe“en.c: :l::one from his Sh"g:i bl;; t;‘e SI;:::;C Sel‘vants
i ‘ ea

et SpaniardsP gt S e,

Jeclarea t . ir swords.

tl:e Jbdomen with tll:eday’ the Spamards. abandoned t'he .

On the sevent recas, the Huexotzincas and their Othe,

along with t{;l:dgﬁilalthe causeway th?t leads out tofTIl,aCOPafl.
;lﬁest; ’frriythey left, they murdered King Cacama o €ZCocy,
ut be ’

: is brothers.

i sisters and two of his . |
- thl;;ere are several accounts by Indlans. who t.ook Part in
the fighting that ensued. They tell how .thelr warriors killed 5
great%nany of the Spaniards and their allies, and how the army

took refuge on 2 mountain near Tlacopan and then marched to
Tlaxcala.

- According to Bernal Diaz the Spaniards built only one bridge.

*Dugout canoes. The Aztecs had no vessels larger than the trees that could
be carried down from the forests,

* A section of the island city
the city its name,

‘The portable bridge was left behind w

€Zcoco, and

g

Scanned with CamScanner



SUSNSA SN w
P \\::‘;; S Vime:

& w o
; \\,\)\’\2\2{/
/'(’./.' i - X

RIS

Chapter Eleven

The Siege of Tenochtitlan

Introduction

The Aztecs, convinced that the S

Paniards would never return
to Tenochtitlan, celebrated their fiestas again in the traditional

manner, and Cuitlahuac was elected king to succeed his brother
Motecuhzoma. The Aztec kings were chosen by a council of four

lords, representing the four quarters, or phratries, into which the

twenty clans of the city were evenly grouped. The council at-
pt the wisest and bravest man among the brothers,
15 al 'Ethe previous ruler. Their choice of Cuitlahuac

iced by the fact that he had warned against
Lenochtitlan (Chapter 7).

Vas soon ended by the terrible
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quickly spread through the City. The :

have been an epidemic of smallpox, which wag e Plagy, .

Indians. One of its victims w ioug}y, , “tmg

among the In . as the p ew 1 unj,, "ty
n

Shortly afterward, the Spaniards reappeareq. They 1 hj:l:\"h
their army  in Tlaxcala and marched to Tlacopar{ ;‘; eb\iilf'
t

Tezcoco. 1y
A number of indigenous documents describe ¢}, 3
€ sie

Aztec capital. We have chosen the account given |
native informants in the Codex Florentino. y

Jague that

8¢ of
Sah the

agun,s
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e in the City and killing a vast numpe
"o on our faces, our breasts, our pejj;
2 agonizing sores from head to foq;.
The illness was so dreadfu] thye no

ove. The sick were so utterly he]
o their beds like corpses, unable

one could walk or
pless that they could only
t0 move their limbs or even
down or ro]] from one side

in.

: A great many died from this

of hunger. They could not getu

one else was too sick to care fo
in their beds.

Some people came down with a milder form of the disease;

they suffered less than the others and made 4 ’

. good recovery,
But they could not escape entirely. Their looks were ravaged,

for wberever a sore broke out, it gouged an ugly pockmark in
the skin. And a few of the survivors were left completely blind.

The first cases were reported in Cuatlan. By the time the
danger was recognized, the plague was so well established that
nothing could halt it, and eventually it spread all the way to
Chalco. Then its virulence diminished considerably, though
there were isolated cases for many months after. The first vic-
tims were stricken during the fiesta of Teotlecco,* and the faces
of our warriors were not clean and free of sores until the fiesta

of Panquetzaliztli.”

plague, and many others died
P tosearch for food, and every-
r them, so they starved to death

paniards Return

| “*?i Spaniards came back again. They marched
.7coco, set up headquarters in Tlacopan and
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. mpedmdemdom%
MMM co quarter 2 his personal Iesp%b]ldk
m,grod" "ﬁdﬂ mkchﬂgeof?heCOyoamnareaand )
e O pimanco to Tenochtitlan proper. Corge e
i from AC of Tenochtitlan was extremely braye ey

o . .
it ﬂ:glmde begzn outside Tlatelolco, either at the

died to Noaohualco. Our warrlors put the enemy o g,
3 noc 2 single Azrec was killed. The Spaniards triedasec(,nd
but our warriors attacked them from theirboam,loos_
hgm,mofmowsthattthpaniardswereforcedm
Cortes, however, set out for Acachinanco and reacheg his
&f{e moved his headquarters there, just outside the city.
fighting ensued, but the Aztecs conld not dislodge him,

The Spaniards Laync), Their Brigantines
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: roached the Zoquia
hefl the Shlps app' = Pan qua
44 fied at the sight, They gathe?:;’a "
h

were terrl
on people
comm P » the canoes and fled hCltEf—SkCItCI‘ acrg

. int . :
children 10 p, fear and paddling as swiftly as they collltd}te Ly,

moaning ‘f’it jons behind them and aban( They
Jeft all their possessions Ndoned thej, litt?;

farms without Jooking back. |
Our enemies seized all our possessions. They gt

everything they could find and loaded it into the ships i, gr:p
bundles. They stole our cloaks and blankets, oyr batt]e & at
our tabors and drums, and carried them all away. The Tty
cas followed and attacked the Spaniards from thejr boagg bol.
could not save any of the plunder, b
When the Spaniards reached Xoloco, near the eNtrance ,
Tenochtitlan, they found that the Indians had built 4 Wa](J)
;cross }:he road to block their progress. They desrroyed it wih
our shots from the largest cannon. Th fir S IRT
harm, but the second lit i . oalt shot did little
split 1t and the thll:d opened 3 great hole,
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away in the line of fire, The
ags, not in front of the guns, |
r anbii ¢ to be fired and they coulg

Y ran to the right or left
f they saw that a cannon

houSeS: darting into the spaces bery
yddenly as empty as.lf it passed through a desert
Then the Spaniards arrived jp Huitzillan,*; where they

found another -w.all blocking the road, A et
warriors was hiding behind it to escape theggu:; ﬁi?Wd of our

The Spaniards Debark

The brigantines came up and anchored nearby. The
had been pursuing our war canoes in the open lake, but when
they had almost run them down, they suddenly t,:urned and
sailed toward the causeway. Now they anchored a short
distance from the houses. As soon as the cannons in their bows
were loaded again, the soldiers aimed and fired them at the new
wall.

The first shot cracked it in a dozen places, but it remained
standing. They fired again: this time it cracked from one end
_to the other and crumpled to the ground. A moment later the

d was c_omplcwly empty. The warriors had all fled when

| Spaniards debarked and filled in the canal.
urriedly, they threw in the stones from the shattered
V3 ' roof beams and adobe bricks from the nearest houses,
anything they could find, until the surface of the fill was level
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i sqﬂad of about ten horseme,
e

. Cr

to and fro, scouting dbOth Sideg 0(;83::1

5 lattered back X
1 d and C angd ;

They nd wheel€ quad that rode I

Tth,
. they ' ained by another $ P to Sup,

'~

had rushed into the palace

pie A number of Tlatelolcs here
n

a5 slain. When they Came

. ed before he w ) Oyt

Motccuhzom hveectcdl met the Spamsh cavalry. The leag

ggainy e bb:d one of the Tlatelolcas, but the Woundeq
sta

horseT ble to clutch the lance and cling 0 it',His friends Tap
manhi\z’ﬂ:ii‘l .nd twisted it from the Spaniard’s hands. They
o

knocked the horseman from his sadd(lie,;t?ﬂt and 11;:1;1;:?1 him a
he lay on his back on the grqund, and t .en cut o ' ead.
The Spaniards now joined all their forces into one upj;
nd marched together as far as the Eagle Gate, where they e
up the cannons they had brought with them. It was called the
Eagle Gate because it was decorated with an enormous e agle

carved of stone. The eagle was flanked on one side by a stone

Jaguar; on the other side there was a large hon
carved stone, g ey bear, also of
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swords and pitched them headlong oe Priests down with they
The great captains and warriors whe paq b
from their canoes now returned angd Binifed, T €
paddled by the younger warriors and the récmitscif\loes were
the warriors landed, they ran through the strees .h S soon as
enemy ;and shouting: “Mexicane » hunting the

. S, come find them!”
The Spaniards, seeing that an attack .

tightened their ranks and clenched the hilts of their swords
The next moment, all was noise and confusion. The Az:ecs;
charged into the plaza from every direction, and the air was
black with arrows and gunsmolke.
The battle was so furious that both sides had to pull back.

The Aztecs withdrew to Xoloco to catch their breath and dress
their wounds, while the Spaniards retreated to their camp in
‘cacnco_, abandoning the cannon they had set up on the
 sacrificial stone. Later the warriors dragged this cannon to the
mi pled it in. It sank at a place called the

Was imminent,

4

Refuge
me the Aztecs took refuge in the Tlatelolco
ed the Tenochtitlan quarters all in one
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o i . Hush
enting like WOIPCH andg Se
. and dl?;h ers carl'icd their small Chﬂdl‘en ozl‘fhed
for thelr wi"lff rs of grief and despair streamed dowy, t:::lr
IS y

fused to give yp 10

heeks: s, however, re .

" The Tlaf(l;l:i::lan to continue the fight and the Spa T,‘he)’

mcedl i:z;;r;w brave they were. Pedro de Alvarado laun(’h*‘fd
soon ¢

I against the Point of the Alders, in th.e directiop of
an attac l g but his troops were shattered as if he hadg Seny
Nonohua i::sot,a stone cliff. The battle was fought both ¢, d
;:;31 aigdaon the water, where the Indians shot at the Spaniarg
from their shielded canoes. Alvarado was routed and hyq to

draw back to Tlacopan.

On the following day, two brigantines came up loadeg
with troops, and the Spaniards united all their forces on the
outskirts of Nonohualco. The sold

iers in the brigantines Came
ashore and the whole ar

arrived, bringing wich

used for buﬂding
1€ other tyy,, hung
€S at the Spaniards,

L
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pen the Spaniards f?\mC! out how dangerous he was,
.. desperately t0 kill hlrp. They attacked him with
dhey @ +ds and spears, fired at him with their crossbows and
cheif sW:es and tried every other means they could think of
a,qu.eb‘;r c’ripple him. Therefore he wore various disguises to

{0 recognizing him.
prever them from FeCOBMIZING

gometimes he wore hus lip plug, his gold earrings and all
b rest of his full regalia, but left his head uncovered to show
t

fat he was a0 O'tomi- At- other times he wore only his cotton
jrmor, with @ thin kerchief wrapped around his head. At still
,ther times, he put on the finery of the priests who cast the
sictims into the fire:™* a plumed headdress with the eagle sym-
bol on its crest, and gleaming gold bracelets on both arms, and
circular bands of gleaming gold on both ankles.

The Spaniards came back again the next day. They
brought their ships to a point just off Nonohualco, close to the
place called the House of Mist. Their other troops arrived on
foot, along with the Tlaxcaltecas. As soon as they had formed
ranks, they charged the Aztec warriors.

The heaviest fighting began when they entered Nono-
hualco. None of our enemies and none of our own warriors
escaped harm. Everyone was wounded, and the toll of the dead

3 was grievous on both sides. The struggle continued all day and

e captains never retreated. They were con-
\eir enemies and gave no thought whatever to
['he ! st of these heroes was Tzoyectzin; the
he third, the great Tzilacatzin.
‘were too exhausted to keep on fight-
: to break the Aztec ranks, they with-
and recover, with their allies trailing
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i calendar. The A,
xcarrspo"df“ﬁtznju,:;mhs (group of Twenty days) plus five”y ) va
dhﬁded into e“g M

tenti. the fiesta of Huixtocijh
m&?ﬁ:ﬁwﬁ the eighth month was the U3t godde,

of salt tober 19.
' t;ffrtﬁo,;g,cth, September 10—29.
:The gmth month, November 9-—-28. . i rre
.The essels were built in Tlaxcala, disman h' 331'%] Is)ml € by piece ¢,
'Ih'l?:z:oco then put together agan and launched. ] e : 3, rigging 4nq
on ork were brought from the Gulf coast, where they ha beex} Storeg
gg:t‘:vﬂxe march inland. Cortes ordered the fleet built because the disastrg

2 Stroys
Night of Sorrows had taught him the danger of using the Causeways withoy,
having domination of the lake.

' Double-reed woodwinds, similar to shepherd’s pipes; precursors of the
modern oboe,

*In the southwestern section of the island city.

* Closer to Tenochtitlan than Xoloco, on the same avenue.
* Although Tlatelolco had become

a part of Tenochtitlan by the time of
Conquest, it had once been an inde

endent city and still retained jrs name
and its local pride. The majorj of SPah s i
and in this passage they ma e o theto o

ants were Tlatelolcas,

of;l‘se:eochudm proper. y be glorifying their home quarter at the expense

Chapter 5, note 1

A, St

SULCINOoOm
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Chapter Twelve
Spanish Raids mto the Besieged City

Introduction

The native documents describing the long siege of Tenoch-
titlan present a number of vivid and dramatic scenes. We have
selected the account by Sahagun’s informants preserved in the
Codex Florentino.

During one of the first attacks by the Spaniards, the Aztecs
took fifteen prisoners and then sacrificed them within sight of their
comrades, who were watching helplessly from the barkentines.
text Lalso describes the tragic suffering of the besieged in-
ants, the Spanish raid on the Tlatelolco market place, the
the zt.emple, and the almost incredible courage with
gain and again drove back the invaders.

: continues with a description of how the
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I pult on the platform of the smal] ‘
cata

and concludes with the fip,,) eff, ),
ket,
co mar

Tty
i capital: Cusuhtermoe, Who hag gy
save their CﬂPthe latter died of the Plague q
the : Jahuac when

i lia of King Ap .
htzinin the rega Uitz
amed Opoc ,

[t was believed that thijg regaliy ;

of the war god H itzi] i
ibu g uitz;

tes ,

ith the attrib

r with

OPagh,

) ”

vested i WL ezin could wound a Spaniard with e Sacreq
if Opoc

tli, and that 1

fire-serpent,” victory was stli)ll. pfoss:gl;_l Tfhe )
arrow called “the srful and was followed b?r a r:; p of caly
ucces ' y a brif
t;mpt ‘x:lu\:?th the final agonies of the dy g
that en

Fifteen Spaniards Are Captured and Sacrificeq

The warriors advanced to the s?und .of fluces. :I[:Ee
shouted their war cries and beat their shields like drums, ey

ere sacrificed in th

Arsenal], Their captors quickly plundered

On armor and everything

calco [House of the
them, seizing thejr

X .
T¢, and the Spa o cotitlan

+ But when Tzﬂacatzif Acking the houses

again, They

" and othe, warrj

j arriors
°ning, they rop to the defenge and ¢ P
Water,

fove the jp.
N anothey OCCasion, the barkeritines appr

_ o
e bundyeq md fouy ‘

) ‘%‘W"‘;*i i

ached Coyo_
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o to attack the houses. As the ships closed in, a few
Spanial'ds jumped out, ready for bartle,
aneda and by Xicotencatl, who was w
of erzal feathers.
Then Castaneda shot the catapult.
pstecs in the forehead and he fell deag
The warriors charged the Spaniards,

water, and then loosed a hail of stones from their slings. Casta-

neda would have been killed in this action if 5 barkentine had
not taken him aboard and sailed away toward Xocotitlan

Another barkentine was anchored near the turn m the
wall, and still another near Teotlecco, where the road runs
straight to Tepetzinco. They were stationed
to control the lake. They sailed away that night, but after a
few days they came back again to their stations. :

The Spaniards advanced from the direction of Cuahue-
catitlan. Their allies from Tlaxcala, Acolhuacan and Chalco
filled up the canal® so that the army could pass. They threw in
adobe bricks and all the woodwork of the nearby houses: the

lintels, the doorjambs, the beams and pillars. They even threw
canestalks and rushes into the water.

They were led by
earing his headdress

! It struck one of the
where he was standing.
driving them into the

as guards in order

The Spaniards Attack Again

‘When the canal had been filled up, the Spaniards marched
. They advanced cautiously, with their standard-bearer
hey beat their drums and played their chirimias
e Tlaxcaltecas and the other allies followed
vxcaltecas held their heads high and
S their hands, hoping to frighten us
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g and courage. They Sang Songs
| hel At Astecs Were also singing, It Was 7}8%
v p the » her with thej Sify, !
Jenging &2 " Songs. Ty, by

parchedh
h,

ha
sldes f th CY happc
\

The AzteC warriors hid when the enemy e R
and. They crouched dovn{n to make themselyes ,, ]hd
o(;sible und waited for the signal, the shout that ¢)y t m?s
s the moment to stand up and attack. Suddenly they .
- “Mexicanos, NOW IS the time!” '
The capain Hecatzin leaped up and raced towsyg
Spaniards, shouting: “Warriors of Tlatelolco, now s ¢he
Who re these barbarians? Let them come ahead!” He ¢t

. the
U

‘ ' ackeq
one of the Spaniards and knocked him to the ground, py,

Spaniard also managed to knock Hecatzin down. Th

got up and clubbed the Spaniard agan, and other
rushed forward to drag him away,

t the
© Captain
Wﬂl’l‘i(}rs
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Jace known today as San Martin, but
b oir prize and considered it of little iy,

gome of the Spaniards were able tg ¢
etreated in the direction of Culhy

theY were scornful
POrtance,

Cape with their lives,

of €

Fifty-three Spaniards Are Sacrificeq

The Aztecs took their prisoners ¢
chem along the road under the strictest gu
tives Were WEEping, some were keening,
ing their palms agams.t their mouths,
s Oae et Vel ey v v

ced to climb to the temple
platform, where they were sacrificed by the priests 'IPh
Spanjards went first, then their allies, and all were put to .deathe

As soon as the sacrifices were finished, the Aztecs ran e(i
the Spaniards’ heads in rows on pikes. They also lined u tl%eir
horses’ heads. They placed the horses’ heads at the bOttoI;n and
the heads of the Spaniards above, and arranged them all so
that the faces were toward the sun. However, they did not dis-
play any of the allies’ heads. All told, fifty-three Spaniards and
four horses were sacrificed there in Yacacolco.

The fighting continued in many different places. At one
point, the allies from Xochimilco surrounded us in their canoes,
and the toll of the dead and captured was heavy on both sides.

Yacacolco, hurrying
ard. Some of the cap-
and others were beat-

The Sufferings of the Inbabitants

= 7 The Spanish blockade caused great anguish in the city.
The people were tormented by hunger, and many starved to

ndred and seven
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¢h. There Was Do fresh water to drink 3 only stagnant water
defi he brine of the lake,i‘ and many people died of dysentery.
3 The only food was lizards, swallows, corncobs and the salt
25565 of the lake. The people also ate water lilies and the seeds
if the colorin,® and chewed on deerhides and pieces of leather.
They roasted anc'l seared and SCOI:Ched whatever they could
fnd and thf:n ate it. They ate t.he bitterest weeds and even dirt.
Nothing can compare with the horrors of that siege and

he agonies of the starving. We were so weakened by hunger

hat, lictle by litle, the enemy forced us to retreat. Little by
fietle they forced us to the wall.

The Battle in the Market Place

On one occasion, four Spanish cavalrymen entered the
market place. They rode through it in a great circle, stabbing
and killing many of our warriors and trampling everything un-
der their horses’ hooves. This was the first time the Spaniards
had entered the market place, and our warriors were taken by
surprise. But when the horsemen withdrew, the warriors re-
covered their wits and ran in pursuit.

It was at this same time that the Spamiards set fire to the
temple and burned it to the ground. The flames and smoke
leaped high into the air with a terrible roar. The people wept
when they saw their temple on fire; they wept and cried out,

earing that afterward it would be plundered.
The battle lasted for many hours and extended to almost
er of the market place. There was no action along

e vendors sold lime, but the fighting raged
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Some of our ‘;"’”(’1‘?” .Sta“"‘;d them
olan district, which ;
cops of the Quech ) h is Near ¢

he market place; and from there they hurleq g, € ¢
grrows at the enemy. Others bI_'Oke [?01 €s in the . Deg N
e houses of Quecholan, holesjust big enoug . *F Wall

Of
to pass through. When the cavalry attacked oy ‘; Mapy bo;u
spear our warriors, or trample them, or ¢y off tlir? 2boy, ty

€ir 0

SelVes

they slipped through the holes and the mounted me,, Tetrey
follow. could p,,
Other Battles
On another occasion th :
€ Spaniards .
They ransacked the houses and cf tured entered Athyacapa
ut when the Warriors P 2 num
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.je of the canal, hurling stopes
si

and shoqy
The enemy could not advance

Or ¢q & ATTOWS acrogs it.
1€ any of the bridges,

The Catapult Is Se; Up in

the Md?'ket Place
During this time, the § itk

1ards Moup
pult on the temple Platform ¢ i ed g Wooden cat,.
While it was being set up,

the Ing; Stones at the Indians,
1ans )
Amaxac Came out to stare 5 ho haq Bathered in

t1t. They ne: .
and asked ea-ch other what i could be?r POT;ei atS the ‘Machine
finished their preparajons and were r, dy toes Panl?xds had
crowd, they wound jt up ung

Then they released it |jje 3 great sling, s stood erect.

Y 2 heavy rope, The Indians named
it “the wooden sling.”

The Spaniards and Tla
back to Yacacolco and Tec
leader was directing the c
quarters in Acocolecan.

xcaltecas retreated again, marching
pancaltitlan in closed ranks, Theip
ampaign against us from his head-

2¢ Defense

eriors rallied to defend the city. Their spirits and
high; not one of them showed any fear or be-
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They cried: “Mexicanos, Co
1:¢ 2 woman: s A m
paved 8K e these savages . TIeT€ rab
d ! v:ho did not move in a direct line; ¢,

i} 4 . .

south! 6T eyneVCf ina stralght hr%e. '
Jigzag COUISer i<h soldiers often disguised themselw,S %
The Span be recognized. They wore cloaks like g, thy,
they woulsda‘::; put on the same Dattle dress ang adory ¢ o
the AthC

. . ‘ men
: : to thinking the s,
: our WAarrlors 1n Y Wep
hoping t0 deceive € ng,

me |
ble fr

€y m

ere

all
oty
|

jards. '
spam;z/henevcr the Aztecs saw the enemy notching the;,

rows, they either dispersed or flattened themselyeg
grour,ld. The warriors of Tlatelolco were very alert; ¢,

very cautious and vigilant, and watched intently to see
the shots were coming from.

Bue step by step the Spaniards gained more ground ;4

captured more houses, They forced us backward along ¢
Amaxac road with thejy Spears and shje]ds,

ar.
On the
Y Were
Where

The Quetzal-Ony)

Cuauhtemoe cons :
ul
then calleg 1 Sk
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The captain Tflac.otzin? said: “Mexicanos, the power of
ui[ZiIOPOChth I:CS‘ldCS in this ﬁncry.'LooSe the sacred arrow at
enemies, for 115 the Sc.rpcnt of Fire, the Arrow that Pierces
our fire, Loose it at the invaders; driye them away with the
d:’w or of Huitzilopochtli. B\.lt :shoot It straight and well, for it
st N0t fall to earth. Apd if it should wound one or two of
ot foek then we shall still have 3 Jitt]e time left and 4 chance
ro conquer them. Now, let us see what the god’s will may be!”
The Quetzal-Owl departed with the four captains, and

the quetzal feathers seemed to open oy

= t, making him appear
even greater and more terrifying. When our enemies saw him
approach, thCY quaked as if they thought 4 mountain were

about to fall on them. They trembled with dread, as if they
knew the finery could work magic.

The Quetzal-Owl climbed up onto a rooftop. When our
enemies saw him, they came forward and prepared to attack
him, but he succeeded in driving them away. Then he came
down from the rooftop with his quetzal feathers and his gold
ornaments. He was not killed in thjs action and our enemies
could not capture the feathers or the gold. Three of the enemy
soldiers were taken prisoner.

Suddenly the battle ended. Neither side moved against the
other; the night was calm and silent, with no incide

kind. On the following day,
e

nts of any
absolutely nothing took place, and
Spaniards nor the Indians spoke a word. The In-

d 1n their defense works, and the Spaniards waited
. Fach side watched the other closely but
- lau “"-,‘\'ng an attack. Both sides passed the
fashion, merely watching and waiting.

pWing text.

N Lo e .que duct that brought fresh water to the
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: me south, aro .
The lske water was saline except &€ thel€xtre » around Xochim),,
3nd Chalco. _
) qum m,cm. ) h .
| ‘I= Amec religious geography, the south was sometimes the region of
i dsorder, —
"Motecuhzoma's uncle and predecessor.

Scanned with CamScanner



S :
N
5L VISR &

Chapter Thirteen

The Surrender of Tenochtitlan

Introduction

The texts in this chapter have been taken from three different
indigenous sources. The first selection, by Sahagun’s native in-
formants, describes a final omen that presaged the imminent
destruction of the Aztec capital. According to this account, it was
Cuauhtemoc himself who surrendered Tenochtitlan to the
Spaniards. The informants also give an eloquent description of the
tragic scenes that accompanied the taking of the city.

The second selection is from the XII relacion by Alva Ixdlil-
~xochitl, Its most memorable passage is the moment when Cuauhte-
: ace to face with Cortes. The king placed his

dor's dagger and begged him to kill him with
troyed the kingdom.
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e omthe V1l relacion by Chin,

, . aly,.
huat] 0 spanish by Miguel Le"n{)l?h‘a

e om NI od and even tortured the p, Ony
wd 10 s bulll‘:1 other valuables that the Indizc logy

Wi 7 s oW gold a0 o ha%
itd 10 obtail ot times q
jnor” J sinc® anci®
ﬂ_asure
T’JE F,'nal Omeﬂ .
(¢ Codex Florentim? by Sthagun's ormany,
Fro'mhttfaell it began €O rain, but it Was more like 5 hea"y
Armg

Suddenly the omen appeared, bla%ing h:ke a
ot bonfire in the sKY- It wheeled in enormo;s S(I;H'als lke ,
" virhwind and gave off a shower of sparks an re “hot coal
some great and some litele. It also made loud noises, Tumblin
and hissing like 2 metal tube placed over a fire. It circled the
wall nearest the lakeshore and then hovered for a while aboye
Coyonacazco. From there it moved out into the middle of the

lake, where it suddenly disappeared. No one cried out whep
this omen came into view: the

they watched it in silence.

Nothing whatever occurred
. ; on the follow;
yarmiors and the Spanish sod; merely W(;itzglinngtfcli XA Olfl‘
€ir POSI-

Cha Standi
ng under a
thelOl‘d | many-

dew than a Tai-

people knew what it meant and

Pt 2 constant wat

colored cano
which i nearp gacitiootof

imong then,

r > ’
s house,

[]
49 OIT1Ce

= trieq
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J ‘ mine how much tribute the |

: deter

seachim® i
SIQW ¢heir chief departing, they wept 3

oungest prince 1s leaving us! He s yo:

i ! g to surre
gpaniards! He 1s going to surrender nder to the

to the ‘gOdS’!”
et him. The

the hand, led him up to the roofto

chair and the two leaders sar doyp

The Sp?niards t.)egan to shoot off thejr cannons, but they

hey merely loaded and fired,

T'be Flight from the City

Once again the Spaniards started killing and a great many
Indians died. The flight from the city began and with this the
war came to an end. The people cried: “We have suffered
enough! Let us leave the city! Let us go live on weeds!” Some
. fled across the lake, others along the causeways, and even then
nany killings. The Spaniards were angry because
11l carried their shields and acanas.
jo lived in the center of the city went straight
-, to the fork in the road. From there they fled

seventeen

Scanned with CamScanner



tions, Some towarbd TCPCYacac, othe
hualco; but no one v, s

[ritlan and Nono .o Went g, 0w
XOKOhuf/IazatZinmmalca' Those who hVed in boatso‘:afd_)(
fs anchored 1n the lake fled by water, -, 5 o t}?;
habicants of Tolmayecan. Somf: of them waded j, Warg the 'y
ha ir chests and even up to thteuf necks. Others drOWne dr up f
the d water above their heads. Whe,

chey reache . ; .
y The grownups carried their young childrep, o8

choulders. Many of the children were weeping with, e the;,

o few of them laughed and smiled, thinking it was rias T, by

(0 be carried like that along the road. Spor
Some of the people who owned canoes departeq b

¢

daytime, but the others, the majority, left by night. The
most crashed into each other in their haste as they d)’ -
away from the city. Paadleq

rious direc

Joco OF
wooden I3

The Spaniards Humiliate the Refugees
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sest and Strongest WaITIors, the

ra a .
ere the Serve Iy
men W The youthS who d them Were Opg,

. ; W
anly The Spaniafds unmedlafely brandeq atl:o toldlth
stand 3P he cheek or the lips. e, N

ons, either 00 T : “’lth
hot 1015 © 1 vhich we laid down our shields ,

The day © : nd,q
defeat Was the day 1-Serpent 10 the year 3-House 2 V; dmltted

auhtemoc surrendered, the Spaniar.ds hurrie.d him ¢ hey, N\
1anco at night, but on the following day, just , frer sucac.hi‘
many of them came back agamn. They were dresseg for flrlse,
with their coats of mail and their metal helmets, by, the 2
left their swords and shields behind. They all tied White }5]’ hag
kerchiefs over their noses because they were sickene ang,

d
stench of the rotting bodies. They came back on foor by the

. , dr ago,
Cuauhtemoc, Coanacotzin and Tetlepan : J
cloaks. Pt y thejy

Cortes Demands Gold
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MalinChe told Cortes what Tlacotzip had said. Then

=9 . g i
slared the_Captam Sanswer: “Yes, it i true. We took it
d it with our seal. But w

che tr2 e lost it
crampe ) t1tin the Canal of the

?Okccs when your Warriors surpris

k"’ - «
bac Tlacotzin replied: “I beg the god to he

r Tenochtitlan do not know how to fight
heir custom This 1s done only by the pe

ho fought %n canoes to defend themselves from your attacks
s it not possible that the Tlatelolcas took the gold?” .
Then Cuauhtemoc said to Tlacotzin: “Yes i

sible. Olill' lords may have taken the wrong people prisoners.
Everything suggests it. The rest of the gold must be in Texo-
pan. The gold our lords took is here.” Cuauhtemoc pointed at
the heap they had unloaded from the canoes,

The Captain replied: “Only this little?”

Tlacotzin said: “Perhaps someone has stolen the rest.
Why not search for it? Why not bring it to light?”

La Malinche told him what the Captain replied: “You
must bring us two hundred bars of gold of this size.” And she
held her hands apart to show them the size.

Tlacotzin said: “Perhaps some woman has hidden the gold
under her skirts. Why not search for it> Why not bring it to
Light?”

Ahuelitoc the Mixcoatlailotlac said: “I beg our lord and
master to hear me. Even as late as the reign of Motecuhzoma,
and the Acolhuas joined the people of Tenoch-

B o in conquering our enemies.’ We all went
.t them; and when they had surrendered,
s city. Then the conquered tribes

ad imposed: guetzal feathers, gold,
1 \ds of precious stones, as well as

ed us. You myg bring it all
ar me. The people

N canoes; it is not
ople of Tlatelolco,

tis VEry pos-

g
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[amage: such as the b]uejay and

1 sch plomB: chy
0 e ing e o e
P o bt 1 1 B i,

The Ravage of Tenochtitlan

(From the X/ relacion by Alva Ixtilxochit])

On the day that Tenochtitlan was taken, the g s
committed some of the most brutal acts ever inflicred Upop %
unforrunate people of this land. The cries of the help) ;
women and children were heart-rending. The Tlaxcaltzess
and the other enemies of the Aztecs revenged themse] i
pitilessly for old offenses and robbed them of ever 3

thi
could find. Only Prince Ixtlilxochit] of Tezcoco, 2 lly 1ng the

f ' y of Cort /
elt compassion for the Aztecs, because they were es,

of his Oowp
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Che CapriTe of Cuaubtemoc

s given signal, our forces attackeq the enemy all at

We pressed forward so swiftly thyy within a few hours
Oﬂc;-a 3 totally qefeated them. Our brigantines and canoes at-
ekc 1 their fotilla; tl‘ley could not Wwithstand s but scattered
;cevery direction, with our forces Pursuing them, Garcia de

i who commanded one of the brigary:
Sﬂ ‘Azcec ‘prisoner that the canoe he

f the king- He bore down on it and

it

Was following was that
hgradually caught up with

Cuauhtemoc, seeing that the enem
ordered the boatman to turn the cange
and prepare to attack it. He grasped his
was determined to give battle. But wh
enemy could overwhelm him with cro
put down his arms and surrendered.

Y Wwas overtaking him,
toward our barkentine
shield and macana and
en he realized that the
ssbows and muskets, he

Cuaubtemoc Acknowledges His Defeat

Garcia de Olguin brought him before Cortes, who re-
ceived him with all the respect due to a king. Cuauhtemoc
placed his hand on the Captain’s dagger and said: “I have done
everything in my power to save my kingdom from your hands.
Since fortune has been against me, I now beg you to take my
life. This would put an end to the kingship of Mexico, and it
[——" K .and right, for you have already destroyed my

~ city and killed my people.” He spoke other grief-stricken

ed the heart of everyone who heard them.
d asked him to command his war-
noc immediately climbed onto a
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them to cease ﬁghtjn f ‘
pouted ©0 > for
oWe! nd ? the enemy O e 0000 Warriorsve‘k

0
g ! nded the citys = ,rms and the nobles came gy
€

Orw eil‘

arg t
ot ¢ cager to clasp Cuauhtemoc’s by h
f the two brigantines that wer, i,
)
prince 41 v 4 ladies t0 Cortes; among these Wer.e Tlacah g
various lords 47 a hzoma, and Queen Papantzin Oxop,
of Motecu 2 hem into th o
Cuitlahuac. [xtlilxochitl led them into the C‘*Ptaims
f lln he ordered that the queen and the other ladie,

I T'lc“nzcoco and held there under guard.

¢ . . .

bc mk;ﬁaiosame day, after looting the city, the Spama.rds ip.
portioned all the gold and silver among themselves, leaving ¢,

feathers and precious stones for the nobles of Tezcoco and ¢,
cloaks and other objects for their warriors.

: ed in one 0

Ug,

The Length of the Siege

The siege of Tenochtitlan

» according to the histories,
sted exactly eighty days. Thirty
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' ¢ were brought together in Acach;,

anco. These
¢ 2 Wwere
he lo —s lord of TCHOChtltlan; Tlac

featep

4 was not 2 prince, but he wag 5 great
nan:‘icortes ordered that they be boung and
PanitZi“’ howe-ver, Wwas not bound, At COYoacan they wer
hrown into prison, wher.e the Spaniards burned the;, 2’ e

It was at this same time that the Spaniards - eet.

iests Cuauhcoatl, Cohuayhuit], T coh questioned the

uentzj
mecatl about the gold that had been logt ; o od Tetlan-
Toltecs. The Spaniards also demandeq ¢
that had been stored in the Palace under the care of

b . h
Ocuitecatl. The. steward had died of smallpc?x td srsi:]e:vﬁi
plague. Onl}'r his son was left; and when he discovereg that
four of the eight bars had disappeared, he ;

The ﬁYe lords who had been taken to Coyoacan were led
from the prison, and Cortes addresseq

| : them through his inter-
preters, Jeronimo de Aguilar and 1, Malinche: “I want to
know who the rulers of the city were, and also who ruled the

Tepanecas and the people of Acolhuacan, Chalco and Xochi-
milco.”

The five lords deliberated for a while. Then Tlacotzin
said: “I beg the god to hear these few words of mine. I had
no lands whatever when I first came here; the Tepanecas, the
Acolhuas and the people of Chalco and Xochimilco all had

. lands. I made myself their lord with arrows and shields, and
 took pos > their lands. But what I did was no more than

for you also have come here with arrows

e all our cites.”

2in heard this, he turned to the other lords,

ringing with authority: “He came here

ty-five
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our landS. He forced you

to

Oy

deed with sh ;
aened OV eftghe Aztec w;?,?og eces of

ng the AZtecs, the Tepanecas of Tacup,
M ecuhzom& ng of Mexico around 1
conquering towns and small stageg o

. wote 1, Tlilpotonqu
wns: h?d\?@t?rmrse'ngloy died in g:ttle or in the siege.
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Chapter F Ourteen

The Story of the Conquest as Told

by the Anonymoys Authors of
Tlatelolco

Introduction

In the thirteen preceding chapters we have presented the
story of the Conquest in selections from various native sources, ar-
ranged according to the chronological sequence of events. Now, as

a recapitulation, we offer another indigenous account. It describes
all the major incidents of the Conquest in briefer form, but it also
derable amount of material that cannot be found in
| Therefore it is not a mere summary but an im-
ative. As such, it inevitably introduces a
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: h with the texts we b, 1
discrcpanmes,. t}:)ozhronicles of Bernal Diay ea rf:ese'lte

of anis! 1 in Nahuatl in 1528 by an otherd
as‘W”“ccml of the texts by Sah, :n)’n]%i'

0. Like Si‘ifde of the Tlatelolcas in y,, ; g,

‘se obably the oldestf Prose_ dOCHmen?”e

i this book: The original is pqy, " tl?f

in Paris, where it forms part of Upo.

ﬂale
. a_the so-called Manuscy; !
Nation? ! o exicans the Pt 25

The Arrival of Cortes

Year 13-Rabbit. The Spaniarfls were sighted (})]ff the coag;

Year 1-Canestalk. The Spar.nards came to the palace 4
Tlayacac. When the Captain amved- at the paIaCfa, M?tecuh.
zoma sent the Cuetlaxteca® to greet him and to bring him twy
suns as gifts. One of these suns was made of the yellow meta),
the other of the white.” The Cuetlaxteca also brought him ,
mirror to be hung on his person, a gold collar, a great gold
pitcher, fans and ornaments of quetzal feathers and a shield in-
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yind. When heencered the city, we gaye i chictens oo

" illas anc},drink. We also gave him firewood, and fod-
f{?;r for his “dect. Some of these gifts were sent by the lord of
TcnOChdtlan’ the S by the lord of Tlatelolco,

Later the Captain marched back o ¢he

) Coast, leaving D
pedro de Alvarado—The Sun—in commgpq. aving Don

The Massacre in the Maiy Temple

During this time, the people asked Motecuhzoma how
they should celebrate their god’s fiesta, He said. “Dress him in
all his finery, in all his sacred ornaments.”

During this same time, The Sun commanded that Mote-
cuhzom:il and Itzcohuatzin, the mulitary chief of Tlatelolco, be
made prisoners. The Spaniards hanged a chief from Acolhuacan
named Nezahualquentzin. They also murdered the king of
Nauhtla, Cohualpopocatzin, by wounding him with arrows
and then burning him alive.

For this reason, our warriors were on guard at the Eagle
Gate. The sentries from Tenochtitlan stood at one side of the
gate, and the sentries from Tlatelolco at the other. But mes-
sengers came to tell them to dress the figure of Huitzilopochtli.
They left their posts and went to dress him in his sacred finery:
1is ornaments and his paper clothing.
entthi had been done, the celebrants began to sing
oS il hatSisihow they celebrated the first day ?f the
‘day they began to sing again, but w1'thout
I out to death. The dancers and singers
g 'ed; They brought only their embroi-
urq joises, their lip plugs, their necklaces,
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s of heron feathers, their tripker made of deer
l—[hose who played the drums, the o]q men, had brought

heit © s s
; S dsof nuff and their timbrels,
e ’gl? he Spaniards attacked the musicjaps

e who were Carrying water, or brines
Lorscs, OF grinding meal, or sweeping,
this wofk.

The king Motecuhzoma, who wag accompanied by Itzco-
huatzin and by those who had brought food for the Spaniards
protestcd: “Our lords, that is enough! What are you doing?’
These people are not carrying shields or macanas. Qur lords
they are completely unarmed!” ’

The Sun treacherously murdered oyy people on the twen-

tieth day after the Captain left for the coast. We allowed the
Captain to return to the city in

we attacked him with all our
of the war.

or standing watch over

peace. But on the following day
might, and that was the beginning

The Night of Sorrows

The Spaniards attempted to slip out of the city at night,
but we attacked furiously at the Canal of the Toltecs, and many

3 Ch s took place during the fiesta of Tecuilhuitl.
athered first at Mazatzintamalco and waited for

: was the year in which Motecuhzoma
~died. Itzcohuatzin of Tlatelolco died at the same time.

() ne
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, fuge In Acuye ‘
ards took refug €0, by
The Spanlllr yarriors. They fied to Teuhc, hf] the, i

0 EPae, Mt
iven " {0 Joltepec. Then they marcheq thmu)’acan re
o there {in Temazcalapan, where ¢he

fro gh Qit?:d
e and campe 1d corn. They rested for a gh, Peopj,

(hem hens g’ ! |
edonto ThXCE :
marcsoOrl Jret, an epidemic broke out in Tenq,

~0Chtyy]
ot the whole population suffered from racking Coug}?s' A
l; ainfllL buming SOIES. and

The Spaniards Return

When the epidemic had subsided a little, the Spani
marched out of Tlaxcala, The first place they attack rds
conquered was Tepeyacac, They departed f
the fiesta of Tlahuano, and the 4 Wik

the fiesta of Izcallj,

ed angd
durip
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ried to persuade the people tg 1y
s ;h:h}; Spaniards. They were killed by thr;gp(lz‘;)el::; hcens a'nd
o » Captains
0 5 the great chief‘s: WEIC angry at these exe
4 to the murderers: “Have we ourselves hee
glnly sixty days ago, our people were slaughter
of Toxcatl g

cutions, They
Ome assassing?
ed at the fiege,

The Stege of Tenochtitlyy,

Now the Spaniards began to wq
aracked us by land for ten days, ang

Twenty days later, they gathered all their <+ PS appeared.
Nonohualco, off the place called S ships together near

the road.

. Our warriors from Tlatelolco irnmediately leaped into
their canoes and set out for Mazatzintamalco and the Nono-
hualco road. But no one set out from Tenochtitlan to assist us:
onl}r the Tlatelolcas were ready when the Spaniards arrived m
their ships. On the following day, the ships sailed to Xoloco.

The fighting at Xoloco and Huitzillan lasted for two days.
While the battl under way, the warriors from Tenochtit-
n began to m: Th ey said: “Where are our chiefs? They

s arrow! Do they think they have

7 seized four of their own leaders
ms were two captains, Cuauh-
5ts of Amantlan and Tlalocan.
he people of Tenochtitlan killed
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Th Flight 0 Tlatelolco

¢ Spaniards set Up tWO cannons jn y

ud :::1 ainlzed them at the city. When they ﬁredn::ldle v

e shots truck €he Eagle Gate. The people of thy en.l' op.
o terrified that they began to flee to Tlatelolco, © city
their idol I‘I\lit’LilOpOCl’ldi5 with them, Setti_ng it up; Ly broll h
of the Young Men. Their king Cuauhtemg, alsom the °§s:
Tenochtitlan. Their chiefs said: “Mexicanog! Tl ‘l’bandoIled
is not lost! We can still defend our houses, We Clolcyg A

: Ca
them from capturing our storehouses and the pro dun Prevent

our Stores Oy
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cheitlan hung back. As for the Tlatelolc,

| : S, their humblest
‘Tviriofs died ﬁghtlng as bravely as thej; Captains,

The Tlatelolcas Are Inviteq ;, Make 4 Tre, "

A Spaniard named Castaned, approached us in Yayh
cenco. He was accompanied by a auh-

A fmin Tlapala; and Cuexacaltzin, Castaneda
shouted to them: “Come here!”

“What do you want?” they asked him, “We will come
closer.” They got into a boat and approached to within speak-
ing distance. “Now, what have you to say to us?”

The Tlaxcaltecas asked: “Where are you froms”

And
when they learned that the guards were from Tlatelolco, they
said: “Good, you are the men we are looking for. Come with

us. The ‘god’ has sent for you.”

The guards went with Castaneda to Nonohualco, The
Captain was in the House of the Mist there, along with La
Malinche, The Sun (Alvarado) and Sandoval. A number of
the native lords were also present and they told the Captain:
“The Tlatelolcas have arrived. We sent for them to come here.”

La Malinche said to the guards: “Come forward! The
Captain wants to know: what can the chiefs of Tenochtitlan
be thinking of? Is Cuauhtemoc a stupid, willful lictle boy? Has
he r rey. on the women and children of his city? Must

ven d men perish? See, the kings of Tlaxcala, Huexot-
Chalco, Acolhuacan, Cuauhnahuac, Xochi-
( . Cuitlahuac and Culhuacan ‘are all here with

rea and thirty —ﬁrue
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le of T ‘
. Do the Peop €noch;
he kings sal 37 Ah-cady thelf hCaI‘tS are grie:,t'la“

If they will not sypp. . 28
chink they a,fcs,hich they “; nd let them pensh by themSel,,:‘

e when the :
ban feel sorry People
L the Tlaeelolc® seruction on themselvesy» y

de

. Sensf:less ot .

}1' nochtitlal b:ni-zm Tlatelolco said: “Our lords, it m, b,
s

) quhtemoc that the other iy :

1. «Tell Cu
al};imTf will go to Teocalhueyacan, whe,,

have 8 d, and I will send the shipS to COYOaCan'h

his forces areﬁz’;h;zme d to speak with the followers 'of Cua.
h l;l::c %ey shouted the message to them from their boaes
uhtemoc.

But the Tlatelolcas would not abandon the people of Tenoch.

titlan.

The Fighting Is Renewed
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L asin 7acatla, in front of the temple of the earth-
ghe © cjpwacoath where e StTung up the heads of Taycy)-
000 P
o ¢ women of Tlatelolco joined in the g
T e enemy and shot arrows at them, ¢
stfuCk airts and dressed in the regalia of war,
thel sk aniards forced us to retreat, Th .
The Sp en they occupied
arket place. The Tlatelolcas—the Jaguar Knights, the
Je Knights,t:hclgr‘;athwsli . Z"Wer € defeated, and this was
e end of the battle. It al AStEX five days, and two thousand
Thateloleas were killed in action, During the battle, the
gpaniards set Up @ canopy for the Capt

ain in the market place.
They also mounted a catapult on the temple platform,

ghting. They
hey tucked up

Epic Description of the Besieged City

And all these misfortunes befell ys. We saw them and
- wondered at them; we suffered this unhappy fate,

Broken spears lie in the roads;
we have torn our hair in our grief.

The houses are roofless now, and their walls
are red with blood.

Worms are swarming in the streets and plazas,
and the walls are splattered with gore.
. The water has turned red, as if it were dyed,

‘and when we drink it,
the taste of brine.

pounded our hands in despair
e adobe walls,

y-seven
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pur inheritance, OUr City, is lost g
for @ |ds of our Warriors were tg der

shie
g::ethcy could not save It. :

chewed dry twigs.and salt grags,.
led our mouths with dust ang bits’o

lizards, rats and worms, | dop,

We have

we have fil
we have eaten

te it almost raw, I¢
When we had meat, we a' v,
on the fire before we snatched it and gobbled it doWn_sca’Cel},

They set a price on all of us: on the young
riests, the boys and girls. The price of a poor map Wag the
two handfuls of corn, or ten cakes made from p, y
twenty cakes of salty couch-grass. Gold, jade, rich d 0
quetzal feathers—everything that once was precious g Z:)hsv
considered worthless. W
The captains delivered several prisoners of war to Cuag

temoc to be sacrificed. He performed the sacrifices in pe
cutting them open with a stone knife, peon,

The Message from ¢ ortes

Scanned with CamScanner



o 25 the Spaniards had set Xochitl loose in the

§ e they stopped attacking us. There was no more
4 no prisoners were taken,

ﬁghw;*gﬁre o of the great chiefs said to Cuauhtemoc: “Our

. the Spaniards have sent us one of the magistrates,

el the Acolnahuacatl. It is said that he has 4 message for

'Cuauhtemoc asked them: “What is your advice?”

The chiefs all began to shout at once: “Let the message be
srought here! We have made auguries with paper and with in-
cense! The captain who seized Xochit] should bring us the
message!” |

The captain was sent to question Xochit] in the Temple
of the Woman. Xochitl said; “The ‘god’ and La Malinche send
word to Cuauhtemoc and the other princes that there is no hope
for them. Have they no pity on the little children, the old men,
the old women? What more can they do? Everything is settled.

“You are to deliver women with light skins, corn, chick-

ens, eggs and tortillas. This is your last chance. The people
of Tenochtitlan must choose whether to surrender or be
destroyed.”

The captain reported this message to Cuauhtemoc and
the lords of Tlatelolco. The lords deliberated among them-
selves: “What do you think about this> What are we to do?”

[ to the fortune tellers: “Please come for-
see in your books?”
ests replied: “My prince, hear the truth
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ou. Indonlylifi;l;yd;)efi "y sﬂhlan haye
. S, Cwll of i3... Iy
: dof elghty ﬂy 0 Hu o Pl
e er10 " furthC r Shﬂll happcn to us. Let us Waiitflll()?o:t
v paSSe d'n. 1 . ity
Byt then the fighting broke out again, The Cap,:
he same Huasteco who had broyey . . Py
Huitznahuac—the Ught i y " o
le. The enemy forced y Ochy
_renewed the StrUEE > 10 regy,
Amaxac. When they also attacked us there, the genera]ea.t f
began. The lake was full of people, and the roads leading tﬂ‘ght
mainland were all crowded. 0 the
Thus the people of Tenochtitlan and Tlate]o]c,
the struggle and abandoned the city. We al| gat
Amaxac. We had no shields and no macanas, we hy
to eat and no shelter. And it rained all night.

gave u
hered UI:

d nothjng

The People Flee the City
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Aa of Tlatelolco went o L4
The |°".|s G d warriors lef | Aaubtitlan, Fyen the
captaing an Warnors 1€kt n tatreps, 1

I he W |
of Tl e omen had
“ | pags o cover their heads, and they

old

grcﬂt

had ‘
only dheir blouses out of many-colored 5 patched to.

er :
gctl\c ricf_smclccn and mourned to gne an

wer

. Othel': “ 0
defeated second time!”10 We have
been

The Offering of Gold

A poorman wastreacherous]

y killed in Otontlan ash
secking refuge. The other refugees were shaken by :fis z:;fxa;
and began to discuss what they could do 1t They said: “Let us

beg mercy of our lord the Captain.”

First the leaders of Tlatelolco demanded gold objects

from everyone. They collected many lip rings, lip plugs, nose
plugs and other ornaments. They searched anyone who might
Pe hiding objects of gold behind his shield or under his cloth-
ing.

When they had gathered everything they could find, they
sent the treasure to Coyoacan in the custody of several chiefs.
The chiefs said to the Captain: “Our lord and master, please
hear us. Your vassals, the great lords of Tlatelolco, beg you to
have mercy. Your vassals and their people are being mistreated
by the inhabitants of the villages where they have taken refuge.
They scorn us and treacherously kill us. _

. “We have brought you these objects of gold, and we beg
our pleas.”
ey set the baskets of gold objects before him.
he Captain and La Malinche saw the gold, they
sory and said: “Is this what you have been wasting

nne hunarea J forty-ane
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looking for ¢},
have been .. Ctre
, You S:lou fdthe T oltBCS.' Where is 1t? We a:}:l:e
)0 0 %
Can
the tiig :
ghat fe " uCuﬂUhfemoc gaVe l.t y 0 Xli ClhanOQtl
hav i hicfs sa1d’ hey know where 1t 1. ASs them.n
c shuscath -d chis, e ordered that the chief, be
H“‘ih e Cap am.hehc came to them late.r and sajd., « :
thﬂ : alin€ leave and Speak with your leaders'
5 that you [t may be trué that your peop]e arg
is very & 1 hellll:l to return. Telly LA leto Come
e t
g 1€ Tlatelolco- The Cap ram Ez 2nes all dhe
o to cheir houses B 25 of the city. But tell your
l{-ﬁllmelolcas to re0ct . Tenochtitlan itself, for that ;;

f the ‘gods.’ You may leave now.

Cuaubtemoc Is Tortured

When the envoys from Tlatelolco had departed, the lead-

ers of Tenochtitlan were brought before the Captain, who

was when Cuauhtemoc’s feet
at daybreak and tied him

wished to make them talk. This

were burned, They brought him in
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1 then hanged two of the chiefs i, the

middle

The common people began to Teturn to their hougey
€ ) .

lolco. This was 10 the year 4-Rabbit. Then TemiIOt
Tl:t;)gn Jl'lan Huchuetzin came back, but Coyohuehuer;
an

: Z1n
Tepantemocrzin both died in Cuathtitlan. | nd
We were left entirely alone when we r €occupied Tlage.
lolco. Our masters, the Spaniards, did not seize any of oup

houses. They remained in Coyoacan and let us live in peace,
They hanged Macuilxochitl, the king of HUitzi.loPocth’

in Coyoacan. They also hanged Pizotzin, the king of Culhy,.
can. And they fed the Keeper of the Black House,!

2
alo :
several Others, to their dOgs. ng Wlth
And three wise mep of Ehec
¢].13
devoured by the dogs They had c:l) ,'* from Tezcoco, were
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Chapter Fifteen

Elegies on the Fall of the City

Introduction

By way of conclusion, we present three “songs of sorrow,”
tten by the post-Conquest Aztec poets. The first
Nection of Cantares mexicanos in the National
was probably composed in 1523. The second
ries of poems recounting the Conquest from
iards in Tenochtitlan to the ultimate defeat
elected only the most dramatic moments

pave S

; -ﬁ“Ue
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. n of this series. The thirg 5o
¢ Jast section calls the traditional symbo]g-’ algq £

L : re o
5 1MC hat only g sufferip i
Conre It Jaments © d g ema, in“'ela

e capital t and : ty
oud 2P ies are among the firs MOSt poj,

13 ang
These C]Cr Garibay has called “the trauma of the nexprk
ons of what D .h greater eloquence than the othey texpe . ey,
t

' 1 ] th
They rc"l";"i’o :::d inflicted on the Indians by the defeat.l e deep
emotiond

The Fall of Tenochtitian

Our cries of grief rise up

and our tears rain down,

for Tlatelolco is lost.

The Aztecs are fleeing across the lake;
they are running away like women.

How can we save our homes, my people?
The Aztecs are deserting the city:

the city s in flames, and 3]

is darkness and destruction,

Motclchiuhtzin the H

acotzin the Tlailoy]
Quitzin ¢

uiznahuacatl,
acat],
¢ Tlacatecuhdj

are greeteq With tegpg

WCep’

knoy,
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3 (Archives of the Indies)
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1 prisonmem of Cuaubtemoc
The 17"

besieged in the city;. |
re besieged in the city!

are
he AztECS
;II:e Tlatelolcas 2

Jack,
walls are b .
;‘SZu is black with smoke,

in the darkness.
ns flash in the |
E}l;egu have captured Cuau.htemoc, |
they);mve captured the princes of Mexico.

The Aztecs are besieged in the city;. |
the Tlatelolcas are besieged in the city!

After nine days, they were taken to Coyoacan:
Cuauhtemoc, Coanacoch, Tetlepanquetzaltzm.
The kings are prisoners now.

Tlacotzin consoled them:

“Oh my nephews, take heart!
The kings are prisoners now;,
they are bound with chains,”
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chis little piece of land, ang thyg

: oy

. on ; U
" Jork 00 hope in this manner they will |,
e V! Let US Oot ?
i1 do 5 :
Wi 4
s

+he Great C Oﬂquest, E’},’bz‘eem/: Cem%

forms Nahuatl-speaking people cominued
[n many & express their feelings about what h ad be, len
¢ centuries tO <timonies that recall the Spanish invyg;

: te 0n
the extant t¢> ; be perfor '
then”m(mgeral compositlons conceived to P Med dCcg
ev
there are

ic, song, and dance. They are productions belongi,
panied by musiC; 4 ’s that were developed throughout the colopy
toagenre of natlvehp y merous “dances” or ballet-dramag Whoge
the nu . .

od. Amggg uest,” there is one written in elegant Nahuat y,,,
theme is the , ;)nqnsi d;ration among other reasons because it y,
deserves special €O ’ : of Xicotepec

still being performed as late as 18‘,)4 in the town pec (today

] : Puebla. '

Villa Judrez) in the state of ‘

As is common in Greek drama, the plot of the “Dance of the
Great Conquest” develops in a single day. The story concerns the
arrival of Hernan Cortés, his encounter with Motecuhzoma, and
some important events said to have immediately followed the meet-
ing. The text conveys a type of Christian lesson centered on the
benefits believed to have come from Cortés’s advent as the bearer of
the true faith, From this one can infer the intervention of a friar's

hand; yet at the same time it includes a dialogue between Motecuh-
#oma and prince Cuauhtemoc that no

Dance Of

peri

pter 4. This attack,
ontemptuous depic-

is dccompanijed
conqueror and his mey,’ ol
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demonstrate? glceo‘i{lddﬁééngalf.orce of' the Collectjye
Nah‘“‘s’ which ¢ i ]()j IVE sentimepg A menlmry of the
; athough it had radically affeqyoq g ated with 5 event
[halirre d in a distant past, Numerous . CIr cultype and be;
.therpretations of historical facyq nachronisms and fanczir;gi
'tﬁr oughout the play. For example, CUauhtgn erStandap| u
Joma as “the great r\.ﬂer who governs this ne$ (1)C referg to M
And due most likely to the friaPs and calleg Bt

' 2 INtervens: g
Cuauhtemoc's reprimand of MOtECuhmma - €ntion, .
Play end

fight, which supposedly took Place on the
from the accepted historicg] facts o
death as taking place when he v,
1525. In the spirit of a sermq
Cuauhtemoc. He went to HeJj.
tion took place.”

y me daYa deV.
» Which identify

as hanged by Cort és ;
n, -

Emperor Motecuhzoma, great Lord, Monarch, as you are
named here in the land called America.

Improperly are you so named, for you no longer ought to
wear the crown, for you have lost courage and you are
afraid. . . . Tell me if you dare to speak to this great city? Can
you give [something] to those who are down and out in the
country from which they came? ’ )

They come to mock you. All those who come here are

s who lost out, who come telling you

| niard
second rate or Spa talking of another

i:hat in their country there are great CItics,

5 - hundred and sixty-three
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¢ empire of Castile by the nam,., o

athe hesd , Catholic religion. e ley
sifth and ly storiess Jies. qu not b'eheve in othey
Thesc ?l’c? 01, Pi cw,g]yphic codices]. ] feg] thag ’%&
e X . ¢ dreams. YOU have no courage, by | e
war and test the Stre_ngt i Fhlm 0 hay, I
ful arts will be practiced. There .

ew stones. Flints that they will take, those “‘E

fearful warriors, also Chichimecs, Jjke i
go out 19 . 1o heir anger. 1hey are making str,:
beasts who maintain € eir 2 g ol >Taigh;
(truthful) my gods, they all give me grea ‘ ge, science. :
chall lead them. I shall encourage them, all who come together.
and they [the] armies will show every form of war.

You will likewise lose your kingdom, your crown, apg
your scepter. You will lose all the esteem that I maintained f;,
you because you gave yourself up. I will search for youy iy
your . .. kingdom, and you shall suffer those lost ones here

present, the bandits, Spaniards who have come over here

They come to fool
you, for you no longer deserve +
dominion. g €rve your

: aﬂd maﬂy feal‘

G
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The Manifestos of Emiliang Lapatg, April 1918

Nahvatl-speaking Indians and other nativeg among them the
. of Sonora and the Maya of Yucatan, toq)

yilcor 2 small town in Morelos, who, endgvw

sonality, had managed to attract large numbers of Nahuas and
others to join the army he had raised. However, the mere idea of an
[ndian uprising caused such alarm among the elite that 5 prominent
conservative congressman, José Maria Lozano, warned his fellow
partisans of Zapata’s successes and threat in these terms: “Zapata has
rebelled. . . . He poses as the liberator of the slave; he offers some-
thing to all. He is not alope,

. .. Countless people follow
him. . . . He offers them lands. His preaching begins to bear fruit:
the Indians have rebelled!”s

Several testimonies exist that describe the pleasure felt by the
Nahuas on hearing Zapata addressing them in their own language,
One 1s provided by a native woman, Luz Jiménez, in an account she
gave of Zapata’s arrival in the village of Milpa Alta, just south of
Mexico City: “First news we had about the revolution was the arrival
of a great man, Zapata, who came from the state of Morelos. He was
well dressed with his tall, crowned, broad-brimmed felt sombrero. He
was the first great man who spoke to us in Nahuatl. . . . All those
who came along with him spoke Nahuatl very much the same as we
do. Zapata spoke Nahuatl! When he and his men entered Milpa Alta
we could understand what they said.””
e miliano Zapata, who became a legendary hero to thousands of
sants and Indians, was fighting to get back for them the
nds that had been usurped by Spaniards, Mexicans, and
.' provenance over the course of centuries. To the
vers, Zapata’s struggle was a fight to regain lost
ad ancestral lands, a battle to assure that land
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eral years of fighting, and already SUffey;
ter S€ -

d to regain his forces b - ng g
 Zapata tried | i
Jecimat -mlzlahuatl on Aprtl 27, 1918. In one he . n

O
§ g

q

had previously fo]jo... . 86 g
d bands, who hac p Y lloweq 1y n,
f ?ner ally and later his murdered nval, to ¢g
i for

other he repeated the call to the people [jy;: \

side. In tﬁ: es These manifestos are the IaSt'eXtant g pesthe

neafl?)'dv]curients in Nahuatl n Whlch, once aga-n%, the ima i Oftﬁf

ubllc_ ged and of those who abuse power are vividly d epicteq T}l:
vanquis .
first manifesto reads as follows:

To you, chiefs, officers, and soldiers of the Areng,
Division.
What we all suspected has already occurred. Thge which

had to happen today or tomorrow: your separation from those

engendered by Venustiano Carranza [president and head of the
federal army). They never favored

» nor loved you, They
merely deceived you, envied you. They wanted to hyrt you,
dishonor you, get rid of you.

They never behaved g humans
toward you,

to the pe ]

b e We will fight
i . . h
ther, [the :)’Ve Will achjeye in

¢l calleq Patrig
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¢ us fight the perverse, wicked Carranza, who s g

tor of us all. Twe work for our unity e oy cne i
tormeil mmand: land, liberty, justice, Le¢ ¢

tc . .
reaevolutionanes and know our duties tq
1

Tlaltizapan, Morelos, Apri] 27, 1918

The Commander-in-Chief of the Liberation Army
Emiliano Zapata® |

The other manifesto, dated the same day, was addressed to the
people in general who lived in the region “where chief Arenas had

fought.” Here Zapata €Xpresses himself echoing the centuries-old
complaints and hopes of the Nahuas:

Our great war will not come to an end, will not conclude
until that obscure tyrant, envious, who mocks the people,
makes their faces turn around, is defeated. He is Venustiano

. Carranza who dishonors and makes ashamed our revered
~ mother the [ancestral] land, Mexico. .

— Christians [i.e., hacienda owners and ca-
have made fun of us, who hate us. . . . We
aliant ones, our hearts will rejoice being
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cohting: Ve Wiﬂe;mt rest unti] v, o,
’ b 5 ged tO OUr grap B
Lt us Leel: ose that pelong gr dfathErS | ty

our 189> ;handed thieves took fromus. | "y
) +f1é 5 )
s g er necessary that we all, Wity
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The Nabuas and the “Coyotes” Today

heir invincible spirit, and their language are gjj

. today. Contrary to what some had expected or evey
very much alive today- ‘after hundreds of years of adversity
desired, indigenous endgragce, afte e with 3T, cultural b ;
has made possible the survival of a peop ‘? s ; ag s
tory. Today, in the last decade of our mlllenn'xum, there are more
than forty million native people in the Americas, one and a half
million of whom are Nahuas engaged in the centuries-long struggle to
preserve and foster their ancestral cultural identities. The intellectual
effort of a growing number of them is currently contributing to a

renaissance that includes the production of 2 new literature, aptly
named by them Vancusc Tlabtolli, the “New Word.” |

The Nahuas,

, and the detajled
& cernin o etaile
a : , T
'® 2 source of ;0 . 8 thespam_sh Invasion found
Seminar op € Masterg oo iy i at hono,x"
N Sixpn. o . re andl‘fan €W word
VA NS Uage which |
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c
¥k ="
gf e f these pative authors, Joel M
neo » JO€1 Martinez 2
O Herndndez, born in

. the state of Hidal :
Huaxteca mn : go and him 1
qed in Nahuat! a literary declaration exPreSsZiia }t:.acher, has
ding the present and future of the Nahuas, Ing' 1}? thO'llghts
jnful image of those he and many Nahuas cal| “Coyo;zs N P;'ci'nt? 4
y IC errmg

(o the 35T° and voracious non-Indians who take ady
few possessions left to the indigenous peoples antage of the

Some Coyotes are saying
that we Nahuas will disappear,
will vanish,

our language will be heard no more,
will be used no more.
The Coyotes rejoice in this,
as this is what they are looking for.
Why is it that they want us to disappear?
We do not have to contemplate this too long,
because four hundred years have shown us
the aim of the Coyotes.
They are envious of our lands,
our forests and TiVers,
- our work, our sweat.
"~ The Coyotes want us hiving
n the slums of their cities,
naked and hungry,

ct to their falsehoods and frauds.

“yotes want us to work for them,

yant us to abandon

- ommunal Jands, our labor,

and sixty-mine
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our endeavors and langUage,
our ways of dressing

and liVing,
our forms of thinking.
The Coyotes desire

to make Coyotes gyt of us,
and then the

Y Wil deprive us
of all that ig ours,

the fruits of oy labor
which has caygeqg us fatigye,
We must Strengthen oy hearts
with one, two

words,
Which wi] illu

30 We can become fully Conscious of ;4
We have man

Yy tasks to perform .
I will add op]

Y a few words,
Where and hg

W many
are the Nahugg in Mexico?

Minate oy eyes,

our farrn[s],
Not only ip our villa

o1 bundyeq

gels],

:}2'?,_,-.,2_?5’.@;?};%:

r
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we continue to grow. . . .10

The Nahuas, formerly vanquished and for centuries
opp cessed, are inde.ed growing i}l numbers and, above all, have
ecome fully conscious of Fhe rlght they have to preserve their
|anguage and culture. Wntl:x this assurance, today they are
busily reflecting upon their culture and its destiny. The
wothers,” imagined and described in many forms by them since
the days of the invasion, must come to grips with and under-
stand this nEW perspective. As is daily becoming more evident,
the Nahuas and the millions of other Native Americans
throughout the hemisphere are no longer asking for mercy.
Like other Americans, north and south of the equator, they
know they have their rights as individuals, communities, and
ethnic groups. But now another issue has come to the fore:
How does one learn to trust in oneself? Some indigenous
writers claim that for this to take place a new self-image must be
created. One Nahua poet, Natalio Hernindez Xocoyotzin, 2
native of Ixhuatan, Veracruz, has conveyed this insight

beautifully.

Sometimes I feel
that we, the Indians, are waiting
_for the arrival of a Man
can achieve all,
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He I bliz i gwakening:

ken SPEAT™ ike “the flowers that v, —Srely

jent , it. But e Qg
gram? AT X poet expressed it. Bu FOW it is gigy, *
r century Na awakening, giving stre Teng
ffteenth » is already n

ithi gth

’ n . ) 0

e uPCI'SOn-\T\ lltlhlas The words of that nner Americap be; the
anuas.

f the e | busy lives, b '8 are
heart 0 hose lizard daily 1 our busy » but by |

lsteni

. . N

different from © perceive in them the wisdom of the N ahuy g
- one can

crefully oné

elders‘
They shall not wither, my flowers,

they shall not cease, my SONgs,

I, the singer, lift them up.

They are scattered, they spread about.
But even though my flowers may yellow,
they shall live

in the innermost house

of the bird of the golden feathers.12
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